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Regional Summit on Burundi, Rwanda Situation 
Ends 


EA1708113394 Nairobi KNA in E) 2lish 0910 GMT 
17 Aug 94 


{Excerpts} Arusha, 17 Aug (KNA/PANA)}—Sub-regional 
summit on Burundi and Rwanda ended yesterday calling 
upon the international community to speed up the return 
of the four million estimated rwandese refugees in Tan- 
zania, Zaire and l'ganda, reports PANA quoting the 
Tanzanian news agency SHIHATA. 


A committee, involving the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU), the UN high commissioner for refugees 
will be formed with the task of ensuring the speedy 
return of the refugees. [passage omitted] 


The summit, attended by presidents of Tanzania, 
Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda and Zambia, agreed that 
those who took part in genocide in Rwanda should be 
hunted and prosecuted before an international tribunal. 


The leaders also agreed that the current Burundi Army 
should not be disbanded but the government should 
ensure it 1s restructured and be made a national army not 
an army which aims to protect a certain group. 


The summit urged the current Rwanda government of 
the Patriotic Front (RPF) to be more committed by 
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setting up a broad-based government involving all polit- 
ical parties. [passage omitted] 


Zeroual Message Read to OAU Committee 
Closing Ceremony 


LD1608212094 Algiers ENTV Television Network in 
Arabic 1900 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] On the occasion of the disbanding of the OAU 
Liberation Committee, President Liamine Zeroual sent a 
message to those who attended the ceremony marking 
the occasion at Arusha in Tanzania. The message, which 
was read out by Foreign Minister Mohamed Salah Dem- 
bri, stressed that the OAU Liberation Committee ful- 
filled its mission with diligence in order to realize the 
independence of the African Continent. The message 
added that Africa was meeting today to add another 
pillar of particular significance to its history. The head of 
State also pointed out that it was the committee’s right to 
be proud of realizing its aims by completing the eradi- 
cation of colonialism in Africa. However, there is still 
one people [Saharan people] in the northern part of our 
continent who are still seeking its liberation. 


Foreign Minister Mohamed Salah Dembri 1s leading the 
Algerian delegation to this ceremony. 
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Burundi 


Foreign Minister Views Situation 
BR1608155094 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 15 Aug 94 p 13 


{Interview with Burundi Foreign Minister Jean-Marie 
Ngendahayo by Toni Fontana; place and date not given: 
“Let Us Isolate Extremists: Only Thus Can Burundi Be 
Saved” —first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


{Text] Bujumbura—Jean-Marie Ngendahayo, in his for- 
ties, foreign minister, and leading member of the 
FRODEBU party (the Burundi Democratic Front, which 
was victorious in the first democratic elections,) and of 
the alignment that supports the presidency, is con- 
ducting the negotiations with the opposition to avert 
civil war in Burundi. He belongs to the Tutsi ethnic 
group. The massacres in neighboring Rwanda, the polit- 
ical struggle in Burundi, the student revolt, and the fear 
of another exodus of refugees are the topics that we 
broached in this interview. 


[Fontana] How have the tragic events in Rwanda been 
observed and ‘nterpreted in Burund)? 


{[Ngendahayo] Of course, there have been very different 
reactions. The most responsible people have tried to see 
beyond the ethic hatred. There are the extremists, both 
Hutus and Tutsis. Some Hutus felt that there was a 
defeat, while some Tutsis, however, are proud of the 
victory by the RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front]. But the 
majority of Burundians, both Hutus and Tutsis, have 
been really horrified by what has happened in Rwanda. 
The fact that we are not in a catastrophic and desperate 
situation is due precisely to the fact that so many people 
have realized where extremism leads. 


[Fontana] But Burundi nevertheless remains an explo- 
sive country; the violence and the killings continue. 


[Ngendahayo] Unfortunately, this is so. If the extremists 
are given a free rein and if the moderates lack the 
courage to intervene, to state their opinions, and to 
ensure that the state functions, we certainly face a major 
risk that could bring us to a situation very similar to 
Rwanda’s, and perhaps even more tragic. Nevertheless, ! 
am optimistic. We cannot fail to see the dangers looming 
over us. The moderates in both alignments must reach 
an agreement and exclude the extremists. Every Burun- 
dian’s security must be guaranteed, whether he is a Hutu 
or a Tutsi. At present, all the political parties are 
represented in the government; it is a grand coalition. 
FRODEBU does not just represent the Hutus, but 1s the 
majority grouping. Statistically, the Hutus are more 
numerous, so they are more represented in our party. But 
there are also Hutus in UPRONA [Unity for National 
Progress] (the minority party, opposed to the presi- 
dency—L’UNITA editor’s note) and Tutsis in 
FRODEBU. There are other not very representative 
groupings. Many young Tutsis pass from one party to 
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another and are attracted by extremist arguments. And 
this constitutes a serious threat. 


{Fontana] Has the military abandoned its putschist 
ambitions? 


{Ngendahayo] For the present we are cooperating very 
well with the army commanders, and many soldiers are 
very sincerely committed to maintaining order in the 
country and seeking out the terrorisis who carry out 
attacks. Of course, we know who is behind the agitators. 
and there is still a great deal to be done... and not 
always... 


[Fontana] Tutsi students accuse the government of 
having purchased weapons for the Hutu militias; they 
say that they will continue to demonstrate unt?! 
FRODEBU has been thrown out... 


[Ngendahayo] Since the coup d'etat last October and 
since the massacres that ensued there has been an 
attempt to diabolize FRODEBU. The Tutsis thought 
that the Hutu peasants could not have carried out the 
killings without being supported by someone, without a 
political leadership. FRODEBU 3s certainly the best 
organized and best established structure in Burundi, but 
when they attempted the coup last October the 
FRODEBU ministers, having escaped capture and exe- 
cution, found refuge in the French Embassy. And they 
immediately tried to restore peace to the country. Our 
ministers went into the countryside by helicopter in 
order to halt the killings. We asked the United Nations to 
send out a committee of inquiry. If we had organized a 
genocide we would certainly not have invited the inter- 
national community to come to Burund: to see. 


[Fontana] Do you ‘ntend to maintain diplomatic rela- 
tions with the new Rwandan Government”? 


{[Ngendahayo] We were the first to recognize the Kigali 
government. Now we must cultivate these relations. Two 
weeks ago we received a visit from the new Rwandan 
president. In our meetings with ministers of the Kigal 
government we have expressed strong anxieties about 
the refugee problem. There are tens of thousands of them 
in Burundi. So the Kigali government's major problem is 
how to facilitate their return. Rwanda has been emptied. 


[Fontana] If the French troops leave 22 August, a million 
evacuees who have found refuge in South Rwanda could 
resume their flight and cross the Zaire-Burundi border. 


[ Ngendahayo] Of course, this is the main problem, which 
we have discussed at length with the Rwandan Govern- 
ment. They are asking us to help them to facilitate the 
refugees’ return, and we have replied that we are willing 
to do so, but security conditions must be guaranteed. If 
the refugees return to Rwanda, they must be able to 
regain their property, their homes, and their stores. The 
return must be organized in coordination with the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees. We have asked the 
Rwandan Government to send representatives to 
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Burundi, and we will take them to the refugee camps so 
that they can persuade the population to return home. 


{Fontana} Minister, in the West the conflicts devastating 
this area are often interpreted exclusively as ethnic 
conflicts, and the political reasons are often ignored. 
What do you think ts the main reason for the explosion 
of violence? What are the reasons for the hatred? 


[Ngendahayo] For you Italians, the best way to under- 
stand what 1s going on 1s to look at Bosnia. If you can 
understand why the Serbs and Bosnians are at war, you 
can understand what is happening here. The basic 
problem is not hatred between Hutus and Tutsis. The 
issue 1s democracy. In Rwanda, as in Burundi, the great 
majority of the population are Hutus. If democratic 
elections are held, the Hutus win, but the Tutsis do not 
accept that. They believe that they will be excluded from 
power forever. So it is a matter of either accepting or 
reyecting democracy and elections, and the winners must 
protect the weaker population groups, the minorities. In 
a democracy the people choose their representatives not 
for their physical characteristics, but for the value of 
their ideas and the effectiveness of a policy. 
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Zaire 


Rwandan Soldiers Attack UN Relief Workers 


LD1808093894 Brussels Radio Vlaanderen 
International in English 0900 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] Soldiers from the defeated Rwandan Army have 
attacked United Nations aid workers in a refugee camp 
near Goma in Zaire. No one was hurt but it was the 
largest direct threat to the aid organizations since the 
start of the massive refugee exodus from Rwanda a 
month ago. 


UN workers were distributing plastic sheeting and blan- 
kets when the incident took place. The soldiers 
demanded a share of the goods and threatened to throw 
hand grenades if they were not given access to the food 
stores. After about an hour they retreated. 


Yesterday, food distribution was stopped in two other 
refugee camps because of violence. Armed gangs now 
roam the camps intimidating the refugees and stealing 
food supplies. 
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Kenya 
Striking Doctors Agree To Return to Work 


AB1708133594 Paris AFP in English 1223 GMT 
17 Aug 94 


[Text] Nairobi, Aug 17 (AFP)}—Some 1,000 Kenyan 
public service doctors, who have been on strike for six 
weeks, have agreed in principle to return to work after a 
consultative meeting with government officials, reports 
said Wednesday [17 August]. 


The doctors downed tools on 16 June in support of their 
demand for the registration of a proposed Kenya Med- 
ical Practioners and Dentist Union to negotiate better 
terms of service. 


But President Daniel arap Mor personally intervened 
and vowed that his government would never register the 
union “because it was politically motivated.” 


The crisis deepened when Moi warned a week into the strike 
that the government would not hesitate to import doctors from 
India and Pakistan to replace the striking Kenyan medics. 


Mors proposal was attacked inside and outside parlia- 
ment, with some critics questioning where the govern- 
ment would suddenly find some 76,576 Kenyan shillings 
(1,368 U.S. dollars) monthly instead of the present 
minimum 8,600 shillings ($153) it pays to newly- 
employed Kenyan doctors. 


But on Friday Moi appealed to doctors to go back to 
work to end suffering in the country’s public hospitals, a 
call that was followed by a meeting on Tuesday between 
government representatives and doctor’s leaders. The 
doctors’ leaders agreed to convene an emergency 
meeting of the unregistered union on Thursday to work 
out a back-to-work formula. 


The chairman of the unregistered union, Dr. Givens Ateka 
said on Wednesday that his members had dropped their 
demand for a union, but would give the Health Ministry an 
alternative option “as a sign of flexibility so that they can 
work out within the framework of law the creation of such a 
body to represent doctors in the country.” 


The strike was the second serious recent industrial action 
by professionals yet to be resolved by Mo1’s government 
since he was forced to abandon his autocratic one-party 
rule and embark on political and economic liberalisation 
that culminated in the December 1992 first multi-party 
general elections in 26 vears. 


Lecturers in the country’s five public universities have also 
been on strike since November last year to press demands for 
the registration of the University Academic Staff Union 
(UASU), which the government has also refused to register. 


Minister Says 40 Applications for TV Licenses Filed 
EA1708133994 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 

17 Aug 94 p2 

[Excerpt] The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 


has received 40 applications for licences to operate 
television stations and 25 for radio stations. 
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The minister for information and broadcasting, Mr. 
Johnstone Makau, said no radio broadcasting licences 
had been issued, but three television stations had been 
licensed. They are the Kenya Teievision Network 
(KTN), Cable Television Network (CTN) and Stellavi- 
sion. Other applications, he said, were still being consid- 
ered. 


The minister said the liberalization of television was in 
progress. He was addressing the press in his Nairobi 
office yesterday. 


The government, he said, was concerned over a report in 
the “NATION” on claims by the London-based human 
rights organization, Amnesty International, over jailed 
journalists Bedan Mbugua and David Makali. “The 
government has invested 2.9 billion shillings in radio 
transmission. Therefore, we want to be prepared for 
competition just as the television station was ready to 
compete with KTN,” Mr. Makau said. 


He said Nairobi had its own frequencies given by the 
international frequency allocation board. Previously, 
there was an allocation for Nairobi and other towns. “If 
one wants to set up his television station in Lodwar, he 
might find that the frequencies are there because there is 
no other station and it may be the case in Mombasa.” 


He said the ministry would not disclose the number of 
frequencies available because that may discourage inves- 
tors. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Parliament Approves Appointment of New Ministers 


EA1708141094 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 7 Aug 94 


[Text] The council of representatives of the Republic of 
Somaliland has approved the appointment of |! new mem- 
bers to the council of ministers. This was submitted to the 
council of representatives yesterday; the representatives 
held a long debate concerning the issue. The council then 
unanimously approved the new members of the council of 
ministers, as had been requested by the president. They are: 
Ali Farah Dha’ar, the minister of transport; Abdulles 
du’Aleh Asayr, the minister of fisheries and coastline; 
Mohamed Barud Ali, the minister for resettlement; Ahmed 
Abdullei Dhag Dhel, the minister of information and 
tourism, Abid Diriyeh Nur, the minister of agriculture; 
Abdullei "Abd Omar, the minister of justice, Ahmed Hayi 
Ali Adale, the minister of health and labor, Mohamed 
Shaykh Adan Hassan, the minister of state for the prest- 
dency and security affairs; Ahmed Hassan Salah, the min- 
ister of state for the presidency regarding the three councils; 
Ali Haji Elmi, the minister of livestock; Awil Haji Omar, the 
minister of reserves. 
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Mandela Expected To Unveil RDP Projects in 
Address 


MB1708172494 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1704 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[Text] Cape Town August 17 SAPA—President Nelson 
Mandela will take his government's Reconstruction and 
Development Programme [RDP] a step further when he 
unveils RDP projects in Parliament on Thursday [18 
August]. The president's address is timed to mark the 
anniversary of his first 100 days in office. 


A number of projects had been considered and approved 
by the cabinet, a statement issued on Wednesday by the 
office of the president said. This included funding as well 
as procedures for programme and project management 
and control of funds allocated from the RDP Fund. 


The government of national unity remained unanimous 
in their support of the RDP. 


Although details of the president's announcements are 
being kept under wraps until he speaks at mid-afternoon, 
projects like “RDP clinics” and water projects are likely. 


On Thursday, there will be ministerial briefings from 
Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo, Minister of 
Water Affairs and Forestry Kader Asmal and Minister of 
Health Nkosazana Zuma. 


Since the new government came into office, Mr. Nai- 
doo’s staff have been producing a “green paper” as a 
prelude to a “white paper” which wi!l guide the imple- 
mentation of the RDP. The “green paper” 1s intended as 
a discussion document for ministers. 


Mr. Mandela is expected to emphasise the role of the 
communities in implementing the RDP. Without ener- 
getic community involvement, the RDP will not take off. 
He may also announce his intention to visit communt- 
ties in person so that the president and his government 
are seen to be delivering a programme that people can 
identity with and support. 


Mandela Discusses Cooperation With Pakistani 
Ministers 


BK1708105494 Karachi DAWN in English 
10 Aug 94 p 7 


[Text] Pretoria, South Africa, Aug 9—-South African 
President Nelson Mandela has said his country would 
accord priority to develop political and economic rela- 
tions with Islamabad. 


Mr. Mandela held out the assurances of cementing 
political and economic ties during his separate meetings 
with the visiting Pakistani Commerce Minister 
Chaudhry Mukhtar and Minister of State and Chairman 
of Pakistan Export Promotion Board Mian Habibullah 
here on Sunday [7 August]. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


nm 


“| have a very good meeting with South African Presi- 
dent to have increased cooperation between the two 
countries,” the Commerce Minister told reporters 
accompanying him on his visit to South Africa. 


He said Mr. Mandela told him that his country was keen 
to see increased bilateral trade so that the people of the 
two countries could benefit from each other's expertise 
in different fields. 


The South African President told the visiting Commerce 
Minister who is heading a 25-member trade delegation 
that he had visited Pakistan in the recent past and found 
its people very interested tn cultivating political and 
trade relations with South Africa. 


Giving details about his meeting, Chaudhry Ahmad 
Mukhtar told Dawn that he pinpointed severa! areas for 
increased cooperation between the two countries. 


“IT have told Mr. Mandela that Pakistan could effectively 
support South Africa in textiles, engineering, sports and 
leather goods and in return Pretoria could support us in 
developing mining industry and petroleum products,” 
he said adding that he had received a good response. 


The Commerce Minister expressed his hope that since 
South Africa has succeeded in overcoming some of its 
major political problems there existed ample opportuni- 
ties for expanding political and trade ties wth it. 


Mian Habibullah, who held a separate meeting with 
Mandela, said he discussed the possib ‘ties of expanding 
trade relations between the two couniries. He said the 
South African President has assured him that he would 
soon be sending high-powered trade delegation to Paki- 
stan for exploring chances of further cooperation. 


The Chairman of the Export Promotion Bureau said he 
informed Mr. Mandela that Pakisian could be a best 
trading partner for South Africa and that Islamabad was 
in a good position to help them by offering manpower 
now needed for various projects. And in return Pakistan 
could be supported by South Africa in developing petro- 
leum products through coal. 


Meanwhile Pakistani delegation has held a series of 
meeting with the South African businessmen. 


Mian Habibullah met them at a dinner organised by the 
Durban's Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
arid invited them to invest in Pakistan. 


An exhibition was also organised for promoting Paki- 
stani products which attracted a number of people who 
expressed their desire to soon visit Pakistan. 


VISA RESTRICTIONS: Pakistan's Ambassador to 
South Africa later addressing Islamic Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry told the members that Pakistan had 
decided to remove visa restrictions on South African 
Muslims who could now travel Pakistan without any 
problem and set up their business there. 
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“Il am here to facilitate you and would ensure from now 
onward that no visa application of any Muslim of the 
sub-continent is rejected,” said Pakistan’s High Com- 
missioner to South Africa Mr. Anisuddin Ahmad. 


He said his High Commission would be offering all 
possible facilities to the Muslim businessmen of South 
Africa to develop trade between the two countries. 


The business community in South Africa had been 
complaining that Pakistani High Commission was reluc- 
tant to offer visa the Muslims of Indian origin. They 
were earlier reportedly asked to produce AIDS free 
certificate while applying for a visa. The practice only 
discouraged the Indian settlers who have well- 
established business houses in South Africa and kept 
them away from establishing bilateral trade. 


A couple of Muslim businessmen when interviewed 
regretted that they have always been wrongly bracketed 
with India and denied visa by the Pakistani High Com- 
mission in South Africa. 


“We have no loyalties with India and have always 
condemned India for committing excesses against its 
Muslim population,” said Ahmad Baboo Paruk, a 
leading textile business magnate of Durban. 


“We have a natural affinity with Pakistan,” he said. “We 
want greater collaboration with Pakistan and not with 
India as some people think,” he said, adding that the 
government of Pakistan shouid remove all visa restric- 
tions so that the two countries could come closer to each 
other. 


Another businessman Rashid Ali Nasrka said he would 
be too happy to enter into joint ventures with Pakistan 
businessmen provided visa restrictions were lifted. 


Chairman of the Pakistan Federation of Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry $.M. Munir addressing the 
Durban-based businessmen invited them to help 
increase trade relations between Pakistan and South 
Africa. He said Pakistan was now a free economy and 
anybody could invest there without any fear. 


Cabinet Approves Restitution of Land Rights Bill 


MB180808 1694 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0748 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] Cape Town August 18 SAPA—Draft legislation to 
restore the rights of black people dispossessed by eight 
decades of racist land legislation was made public on 
Thursday [18 August]. 


The Restitution of Land Rights Bill was approved by 
cabinet on Wednesday and Land Affairs Minister Derek 
Hanekom has promised to table it in Parliament as soon 
as possible. The measure will establish a Land Claims 
Commission and a Land Claims Court to investigate and 
adjudicate claims of individuals and communities dis- 
possesed on or after 19 June 1913—the date that the first 
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of the notorious land acts became law. Their direct 
descendants will also be able to make claims. 


Mr. Hanekom will address a media conference on the bill 
on Thursday. The bill sets a three-year cutoff date for 
submission of claims, from a date to be fixed by the 
minister. The role of the commission will be to investi- 
gate, mediate and attempt to settle claims. The role of 
the court, which will have the same status as the 
Supreme Court, but slightly wider freedom to admit 
evidence, will be to make formal rulings on the settle- 
ments arranged by the commission. 


It will also adjudicate disputed claims, balancing the 
desirability of remedying past human rights violations 
against what the bill describes as the need to avoid 
“major social disruption.” 


Where disputed land is in private ownership, the court 
can order the state to buy or expropriate the land and 
hand 1 back to the claimant—on condition that it is 
“just and equitable” to do so, taking the interests of the 
present owner into account. 


The court may also grant a claimant alternative land 
owned by the state. To this end, the bill empowers the 
minister to compile a register of public land, which will 
be open to inspection by all claimants. 


The bill's preamble says it is designed to “provide for the 
restitution of nghts in land of which persons or commu- 
nities were dispossessed under or for the purpose of 
furthering the objects of any racially discriminatory 
law.” 


This will include claims by people dispossessed under 
the 1913 and 1936 Land Acts, which laid the basis for 
the consolidation of the bantustans and accompanying 
mass forced removals, as well as the victims of group 
areas removals. 


The 1913 date is determined by Clause 121 in the 
constitution which deals with restitution, sets out 4 
framework for the bill and stipulates that a land com- 
mission be set up. According to a memorandum on the 
bill, although the constitution does not specifically pro- 
vide for a land ciaims court, this option was found to be 
“not only feasible, but also necessary and practicable.” 


A specialised court meant claims could be dealt with 
effectively without the “normal court procedures and 
delays.” 


The draft legislation allows the commission to make 
recommendations to the minister on appropriate redress 
for claimants “who do not qualify for the restitution of 
rights in land in terms of this act.” 


It is understood that this will give the commission some 
freedom to investigate claims that do not fall within the 
1913 cutoff date and that may not have been strictly 
dispossessed under a “racially discriminatory law.” The 
commission is given the discretion to give preference to 
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claims which affect large numbers of people, or where 
people have suffered substantial losses or have partic- 
uarly pressing needs. 


A spokesman for Mr. Hanekom, Mr. Hellmuth 
Schlenter, said the minister had decided to make the bill 
public even before it had been submitted to the state law 
advisers for vetting because of its nnportance and wide- 
spread public interest. 


Steps were being taken to “fast-track” the processes 
necessary for tabling the bill in parliament, where it will 
be discussed by the standing committee on land affairs 
before being debated in plenary session. Interested par- 
ties will be able to submit written comments on the bill 
to the standing committee. 


Trade, Industry Official on Trade Liberalization 


44B1608 125094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1104 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Parliament August 16 SAPA—Trade liberalisa- 
tion and the phased reduction of import duties would 
begin in !995 and take effect over five years, the acting 
director-general of the Depariment of Trade and 
Industry, Dr. Gerrit Brey! said on Tuesday [16 August]. 


In a briefing to the standing committee on trade and 
industry, Dr. Breyl the adjustments were being intro- 
duced in accordance with South A‘rica’s commitment to 
the Uruguay round of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. 


The new policies were being drawn up in conjunction 
with the National Economic Forum [NEF] and other 
interested bodies. Import control would be phased out 
on a range of goods and tariffs would be introduced for 
agricultural products. The general export incentive 
scheme would be abolished over two years from January 
1995. 


The department had published draft guidelines on 
export processing zones and these were being discussed 
in the NEF. 


Need for Economic Agreement With RSA 
Stressed 


MB1708152394 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe says the 
proposed improved trade agreement between South 
Africa and Zimbabwe is essential to his country’s eco- 
nomic reform program and increased export earnings. 
Mr. Mugabe, who arrived in Johannesburg on the second 
day of his four-day visit to South Africa, said South 
Africa had already benefited from Zimbabwe's easing of 
import and foreign exchange restrictions. However, 
Zimbabwe's reform program could be successful only if 
its exports were allowed to grow on the South African 
markets. Mr. Mugabe also pointed out that lasting peace 
was necessary for foreign investments in South Africa. 
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Further Details on Police Firing on BCP 
Supporters 


MB1708120894 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1101 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug |7 SAPA—Several people were 
reported injured when the police and Army opened fire 
on a crowd of several thousand Basotholand Congress 
Party [BCP] supporters outside the royal palace in 
Maseru on Wednesday [17 August]. SAPA’s correspon- 
dent reported the crowd had accompanied BCP leaders 
to the palace to present a petition to King Letsie III in 
protest against his dissolution of Parliament Wednesday 
morning. 


The trouble started when a spokesman for the group told 
the crowd to proceed to the headquarters of the BCP 4 
km away. 


At that point stones began flying through the air and the 
authorities opened fire. As the crowd fled, shoes and 
garments lay strewn over the main thoroughfare. 


An exact number of injured or whether there were any 
fatalities was not known. 


I’ was not known whether the palace accepted the 
petition. 


Earlier, the South African High Commissioner Gerard 
Visser said they were closely monitoring the crisis but no 
action was planned. 


Commissioner Visser said he estimated the number of 
protesters at no more that 1000, including supporters of 
ousted Prime Minister Ntsu Mokr’s Basotholand Con- 
gress Party and the opposition Basotho National Party. 


He said police were on the scene but were only per- 
forming crowd control. 


He said the crisis was clearly a constitutional one 
involving the Lesotho people themselves. 


He admitted the south african mission was also short of 
details as they were not able to communicate with 
government departments. 


He disputed rumours that King Letsie III had abdicated. 


First 100 Days of SANDF Discussed 


MB1708123094 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Aug 94 p 9 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


[Text] The SADF [South African Defense Force], which 
once saw action against ANC and PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress] forces, is no more, and the first 100 days of the 
democratic South Africa have seen the debut of the 
South African National Defence Force [SANDF] which 
brings the erstwhile enemies together. 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


8 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


There have been a number of significant developments 
in regard to its personnel as well as that of the Depart- 
ment of Defence. Probably one of the most telling 
achievements for the fledging force was the manner in 
which the SANDF performed at the inauguration of 
President Mandela. 


The problems with the integration process are taking 
time to smooth out, with the latest being the return of 
hundreds of APLA [Azanian People’s Liberat:on Army] 
cadres to their homes because they were not included on 
“integration lists” provided by the non-statutory army’s 
commanders to the SANDF. 


First indications that all was not well has come from 
Natal, where 88 cadres reported for duty at Natal Com- 
mand last week, had lunch, and then left. The same 
situation has taken place at De Brug, near Bloemfontein. 


Defence spokesmen describe the issue, however, as 
“merely a hiccup”. The force will, on completion of the 
process in three years, total 137,000 and this will even- 
tually be rationalised to 91,000. 


The APLA situation is the first public-acknowledged 
problem in the SANDF in a dramatic 100 days. In it, the 
Mandela government has appointed former MK com- 
mander-in-chief, Joe Modise, and MK Chief of Intelli- 
gence, Ronnie Kasrils, to the posts of Minister and 
Deputy Minister of Defence, and also started work on 
handing control of the Defence department to civilians. 


Lieutenant-General Pierre Steyn, former SADF Chief of 
Staff, who retired from the military more than a year 
ago, has been appointed the country’s first Defence 
Secretary since the 1960s. Senior MK officers have been 
appointed to the highest positions at Defence HQ while 
many more are expected to receive promotion. 


It was disclosed by SANDF Chief, General Georg Meir- 
ing, that the positions of all senior officers in the force 
could be regarded as “temporary” until they were con- 
firmed by the Government. This has already happened 
in the cases of Meiring and senior officers in other arms 
of the service. 


The highest-ranking MK officer in the SANDF is Lieu- 
tenant-General Siphiwe Nyanda, who has been 
appointed Chief of Staff-designate. 


HRC or 100 Days of Government of National 
Unity 


MB1808114794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0919 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Statement by the Human Rights Committee of South 
Africa on the SAPA PR wire service] 


[Text] 


100 Days of the Government of National Unity 


Today the Government of National Unity (GNU) com- 
pletes its 100th day in office. The HRC [Human Rights 
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Commission] is pleased to note that the government has 
maintained its pre-election commitment to human rights 
although it has been slow to implement promises. For 
the first time in South Africa, the government views 
human rights policies as a serious priority, but the 
challenges it 1s facing are indicative of the problems of 
transforming apartheid structures. Political violence has 
dropped by two-thirds since the election, but killings 
continue, especially in Natal where peace initiatives are 
only now beginning to take root. 


Bills to usher in a human rights framework in South 
Africa—in the form of the Commission on Truth and 
Reconciliation, the Human Rights Commission and the 
Constitutional Court—are expected to be tabled in Par- 
lament during this session. However, there are still 
elements of the Internal Security Act, the Public Safety 
Act and other laws that are in contradiction to the 
interim bill of fundamental human rights. Furthermore, 
the KwaZulu-Natal state of emergency ts still in place. 


More specifically, no detentions without trial have 
occurred since the election, and no further unrest areas 
have been declared. However, deaths and torture con- 
tinue in police custody and several gatherings have been 
prohibited and broken up. 


During the 100 days proceeding the installation of the 
GNU, political violence reached alarming proportions. 
Between 30 January and 9 May. HRC recorded 1,358 
deaths and 2,092 injuries in 1,742 incidents of political 
violence. 


In the 100 days following President Mandela's inaugu- 
ration, however, 457 people have died and 592 been 
injured in 606 incidents of political violence. This com- 
parison indicates that although there has been a marked 
decrease in political violence, the problem has not gone 
away. 


* Volkstaat Council Chairman Sees New Silicon 
Valley 


94AF0245A Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
9 Jul 94 p 9 


{Report on an interview with Johan Wingard by Andri- 
ette Stofberg under the rubric “In Private”; place and 
date not given: “The Volkstaat Is Not Going To Run on 
Coal”) 


[Text] “I have no doubt that we are going to get this 
aircraft into the air and it is not going to be coal-fired 
either, yet anyone who thinks we have a volkstaat alli 
ready to go without further ado will have to convince me 
that you can produce a fresh-water lake in the middle of 
the ocean.” The chairman of the new Volkstaat Council 
(VSR) gestures gravely with his forefinger: Afrikanerland 
will come, but it will be a strugg/e thai will not be able to 
be settled within two years—too many technical aspects 
will have to be ironed out. 
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The camera lens focuses on the finger. No, wait, Mr. 
Johan Wingard indicates to the photographer, “If you 
are going to take my picture, I will first get my glasses. | 
feel more comfortable with them.” The thin-framed 
glasses are adjusted on his nose. Now he looks like a 
no-nonsense school principal but his smile remains con- 
genial, engaging. He is 58 years old now, he says. His 
entire life he has worked with cold, factual, technical 
matters. Now things are different. Now he must deal 
with the subject that has already unleashed so much 
emotion: a volkstaat (nation-state) for the Afrikaner. He 
has a dream about Afrikanerland. “It is a vision of the 
Silicon Valley of Africa being established there—not by 
a bunch of wretched racists taking shelter behind fences, 
but by highly educated people, people with talents and 
an ethos that will attract the international community so 
strongly that they will eagerly conclude agreements with 
us and invest in Afrikanerland.”’ 


One wonders aloud how his surname is pronounced— 
with the sharp Afrikaans sounds or in soft English. He 
laughs. ““These days I have to defend my surname all the 
time,’ and he explains that ““Wingard is not a British 
surname. It is of Scandinavian origin. Go look in the 
London telephone book. There is not a single Wingard 
there but there are a lot of Van der Merwes.” Before his 
appointment as VSR chairman he was a political 
unknown. He is one of the biggest ostrich farmers in the 
Transvaal but he is also an industrialist and businessman 
who for years was the president of various branches of a 
large, well-known industrial group. Earlier this year he 
resigned in order to devote himself to the “Afrikaner 


ss 


caus* 


The VSR is comprised of 20 experts. “They have not 
been chosen because they are necessarily the top people 
in their professions, but because of their specific situa- 
tion: Their attitude is correct, they are recognized people 
in their community and professional life, and, as far as 
their schedule is concerned, they are available. 1 was 
formerly contractually obligated not to be involved in 
politics, but in the community in Johannesburg where I 
and my wife Alet lived for decades before we moved to 
Pretoria, people knew that I am conservative— 
conservative not in the sense of being antiblack, but 
pro-Afrikaner.* A few years ago he began to quietly 
provide “technical assistance‘ to Professor Carel 
Boshoff, “but it is wrong for people to call me a Carel 
Boshoff-man now.“ 


He believes in a separate Afrikanerland, but he is not an 
insular person. By the nature of his work he is a seasoned 
traveler who just last year was six times in the Soviet 
Union [sic]. Among other things, he was chairman of the 
Executive Committee of Primary Contractors for a por- 
tion of the Mossgas Project, he is a director of the 
Development Corporation of Tajikistan in Central Asia, 
an adviser for project development of the National 
Industrial Corporation in Moscow, and is a member of 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
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The journey he i aow undertaking is to the Afrikaner 
volkstast. It is a journey that he approaches like a 
strategist. “‘I think 10, 20, 40 years into the future and 
not like the politicians who are short-term thinkers.” He 
knows there are potholes along the road. *“‘People need to 
come down off their ideological high horse a bit and see 
how it feels to ride a technical horse. If we cannot justify 
the volkstaat in a technical way, it is going to remain an 
irresponsible ideal, a foolhardy dream. The Afrikaner 
has a duty, a mission in Africa. The quicker we fulfill his 
aspirations for a volkstaat in a responsible manner, the 
quicker we will be able to accomplish that mission. At 
the moment, the entire country is standing like a just- 
married couple in front of the pulpit holding hands and 
saying / do, I do, I do. \t would be wrong for the VSR to 
go running up to them like a divorce lawyer and to give 
them a business card in front of the pulpit and say, 
‘Come see me if problems develop.’ No one should 
disturb the apparent peace in the country at this stage. 
The VSR must do its work in the idiom of the times: the 
idiom of tolerance and reconciliation. Its job 1s to arrive 
at a long-term solution to the Afrikaner’s striving for 
self-determination.” 


What does self-determination mean? “That the Afri- 
kaner chooses his own leaders to govern over him who 
have the interests of his own people at heart and who 
make it viable for him to do so on his own territory. 
Perhaps this is a futile aspiration. I can say already at this 
time that, because of all the technical and legal issues 
that will have to be ironed out, tiiere is not going to be an 
Afrikanerland within the next two years even if Mandela 
said to us tomorrow, ‘Okay, VSR, you have your volk- 
staat.’ Our experience in creating the homelands was that 
it takes years before the technical problems are 
resolved.” What can certainly be done in the short term 
is that the preferred areas for a volkstaat can be defined. 
“That is an urgent matter because the constitution is 
going to change in two years and the borders of the 
provinces are going to be frozen even before that hap- 
pens. We cannot dillydally on this.” Then the matter of 
defining and codifying in legislation self-determination 
for Afrikaners who live within as well as outside of the 
volkstaat must also be taken care of. Relations with 
international communities must be established in such a 
way that a volkstaat can also be justified by international 
standards. 


Yet not all provolkstaat people accept the VSR as their 
legal representative, do they? After all, the KP’s [Con- 
servative Party] Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg is holding his 
own talks with President Nelson Mandela. The caution 
in his eyes is reflected in the lens of his eyeglasses. He 
does not wish to comment on political parties or groups, 
he says, but it is true that there is dissention. “What the 
people who want nothing to do with the VSR do not 
realize is that President Mandela is bound by the consti- 
tution. They cannot negotiate outside of the constitution 
and enter into agreements. The VSR is the statutory 
body that has been established to look into the issue of 
the volkstaat. People ought to start to realize this and 
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stop misleading their followers.’’ He does accept, how- 
ever, that “we are nevertheless fighting on the same side, 
that we are part of the same struggle even though we 
wear different uniforms.” 


A crystal clear vision is needed for our leaders that will 
coordinate our efforts. There is a window of time. If we 
pass up the next election, then it will be tickets. When the 
constitution is changed, we simply have to know where 
we are going.“* You see it by the enthusiasm that flashes 
in his eyeglasses: Johan Wingard knows where he is 
going—to that Afrikaner Silicon Valley of Africa. 


South African Press Review for 17 Aug 
MB1808 113094 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Country Needs Economic Boldness—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 17 August in a page 14 
editoria' notes that according to THE STAR’s special 
opinion poll, “racial tensions have eased noticeably 
since April and a spirit of optimism is still afoot. But 
this encouraging state of affairs will not endure for 
much longer if crime continues to rise inexorably and 
police officers are mown down like flies; if strikes are 
allowed to shackle the economy and dent the confi- 
dence of foreign investors; and the troubles in Natal 
simmer on.”” THE STAR believes “‘bold and imagina- 
tive economic measures are urgently required.’ These 
include “the building up of our foreign reserves through 
(moderate) borrowings from the World Bank and IMF, 
the return to a single currency and the lifting of 
exchange controls, obtaining an international credit 
rating as soon as possible and going into the interna- 
tional bond market with confidence and brio.” THE 
STAR suggests “partially” selling off State assets “‘in 
order to create jobs and build houses. Anyway, what 
other remedies can the ideologues offer to energise the 
economy quickly?” Since coming to power, President 
Mandela “has put scarcely a foot wrong. Now the 
president needs to put his foot firmly on the economic 
accelerator—in order to make good on promises to his 
people and get South Africa moving again.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Economic Growth Rate—‘‘Economic reality has 
replaced earlier euphoria as official economic growth 
figures accompany the completion of the Mandela 
government’s first 100 days in office,” begins a page 12 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 17 August. ‘“‘No economic miracle is likely to pro- 
duce even the modest 3 percent growth slated for 1994 
by Finance Minister Derek Keys at the start of the 
year.” “Our comparatively heavy reliance on home 
building to provide an economic kick-start could 
remain part of our economic problem. Building and 
construction are labour intensive and could create the 
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jobs the World Bank believes are needed to combat 
poverty. So far, though, little has been realised.”’ 


Truth Commission—A second editorial on the same 
page comments on President Mandela’s remarks at the 
official opening of the Anne Frank exhibition in Johan- 
nesburg on the government’s determination to establish 
4 truth and reconciliation commission to delve into the 
crimes of the past. BUSINESS DAY believes that 
Mandela, “like Justice Minister Dullah Omar who is 
driving the issue, has not yet developed a clear vision 
on the truth commission. If prospective confessants are 
told (as they were by Mandela on Monday) that they 
may face prosection on the basis of admissions made to 
the commission which go beyond indemnifiable 
offences, they will not come forward to confess. In any 
event, it would be a clear contravention of Section 25 of 
the Bill of Rights, which guarantess due process, 
including the right not to incriminate oneself. The 
commission’s terms of reference need to be worked out 
much more clearly before its hearings can proceed.” 


CITY PRESS 


Government’s First 100 Days ‘Not Inspiring’— 
Commenting on President Mandela’s first 100 days in 
office, Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 14 
August in a page 16 editorial says: “What we have seen 
thus far is not inspiring. The signals emanating from a 
few of the government departments are disturbing.’ 

CITY PRESS refers to education under Professor Sibu- 
siso Bhengu who has not yet resolved the question of 
Model C schools. “Authorities have still not received 
any guidelines on the issue. They don’t know what to 
do.” “Then there is Minister Without Portfolio Jay 
Naidoo: We thought that by now we would be admiring 
thousands of new houses in informal settlement areas. 
No such luck.” Referring to Labor Minister Tito Mbo- 
weni CITY PRESS says, “By now we were supposed to 
be witnessing a legion of overseas firms all falling over 
themselves to plough their cash into our new South 
Africa. But the plans which won our votes have not 
worked out. We are aware that most of the difficulties 
faced by the government are an inheritance from the 
F.W. de Klerk administration, but then President Man- 
dela’s governinent are not unaware they came into 
office on a wave of great expectations.” 


BEELD 


Mandela’s Economic Road Can Lead to Prosperity— 
“The conditions for the creation of a prosperous South 
Africa could hardly have been more pithily put than was 
done in Windhoek yesterday by President Nelson Man- 
dela,” argues an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans of 12 August. “He named three: 
unity in government, tax relief, and a realistic Recon- 
struction and Development Program [RDP].” “A real- 
istic RDP, together with tax relief, could help to create a 
larger middle class. That means more people playing a 
greater role in the economy, earning more money, paying 
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more tax and eventually making a greater contribution to 
social stability. President Mandela offered no instant 
solution to the country with his three conditions. But the 
road that he is pointing to is the only one which can lead 
to prosperity for all.” 


New Police Plan Welcome—‘The extent of the crime 
and security problem makes it tempting, partly due to 
desperation, to try to implement corrective steps which 
are neither well thought out nor based on sound planning 
and research,” sovs a second editorial on the same page 
of BEELD. ‘Some cxamples are the experiment with the 
so-called special constables an? the National Peace 
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Keeping Force. This underlines the fact that there can be 
no short cuts when it comes to security or law enforce- 
ment; it also shows what harm can be caused when 
poorly trained, undisciplined police or security forces are 
introduced into a community. It now appears, though, 
that the police service is on the right track with the 
recruitment and training of 2,000 student constables 
acco. ding to a model which was drawn up by a team of 
international experts. It is structured in such a manner as 
‘o deliver community policing. Hopefully it will also 
oridge the credibility gap between the police and the 
community which so badly interferes with police work.” 
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Lesotho 


Armed Forces Open Fire On BCP Supporters in 
Maseru 


MB1708114594 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1130 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Several people were injured when members of the 
Lesotho armed forces opened fire over a crowd of 
supporters of the Basotholand Congress Party, BCP, 
outside the Royal Palace in Maseru this afternoon. The 
crowd had accompanied four leading members of the 
BCP, who had gone to the palace to try and present a 
petition to His Majesty King Letsie III on the latest 
developments in the country. The trouble started after a 
spokesman for the group, which was to present the 
petition, tried to address the crowds. He told them to 
proceed to the headquarters of the BCP near the Cathe- 
dral Circle in Maseru. The cause of the shooting is not 
known and it 1s also not known how many people were 
injured in the stampede as the crowds were dispersed. 


‘At least’ 3 Killed 


MB1708 141094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1357 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—At least three people were 
killed when police opened fire on demonstrators outside 
the palace of King Letsie III in Lesotho on Wednesday 
[17 August]. A spokesman for the Queen Elizabeth II 
Hospital in Maseru confirmed three people had died 
after police fired on supporters of ousted Prime Minister 
Ntsu Mokhehle. The spokesman said it would still be 
hours before the number of injured was known as people 
were still arriving for treatment. 


Death Toll Rises to 4 


MB1708155194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1526 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—Lesotho police on 
Wednesday [17 August] said four people had been killed 
and 10 injured when security forces fired on several 
thousand pro-government demonstrators outside the 
royal palace in Maseru. Police and troops opened fire on 
stone-throwing marchers protesting against an early- 
morning radio announcement by King Letsie III that he 
was removing from power the democratically elected 
cabinet of Prime Minister Dr. Ntsu Mokhehle and 
dissolving Parliament. 


The marchers, supporters of Mr. Mokhehle’s Basotho- 
land Congress Party [BCP], had gathered at the palace to 
watch four MP’s hand over a petition to the king 
demanding the government’s re-instatement. The BCP 
came to power in march last year in Lesotho’s first 
democratic elections in 20 years. 


After being ordered by their leaders to converge on the 
party’s headquarters four kilometres away the crowd 
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became agitated and started throwing stones. Police and 
troops opened fire, killing two men and two women. 


The king’s announcement surprised many Basotho. 


On Monday, the opposition Basotho National Party 
demonstrated in Maseru against the government and 
called on the king to abdicate in favour of his father King 
Moshoeshoe II, who fled Lesotho in 1990 after differ- 
ences with the military government defeated in last 
year’s elections. 


In his broadcast, King Letsie said he would install a 
provisional council to run the country pending a general 
election based on proportional representation and orga- 
used by an independent electoral commission. Diplo- 
matic sources in Maseru said it was not clear if King 
Letsie had the authority to oust the government. Cabinet 
ministers were not available for comment. 


Wednesday’s events were the latest in a series of crises 
that have plagued the mountain kingdom of 1.8 million 
people. Earlier this year police went on strike and the 
deputy prime minister was murdered in a mutiny by the 
defence force. 


PM Calls Dissolution of Government 
‘Unconstitutional’ 


MB1708153894 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1500 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The prime minister of the dissolved Lesotho 
Government, Dr. Ntsu Mokhehle, has described King 
Letsie’s move as unconstitutional. Dr. Mokhehle said the 
dissolution of the government and parliament came as a 
total surprise. 


Issues Statement on King’s Declaration 


MB1708171094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1655 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—Lesotho Prime Minister 
Ntsu Mokhehle on Thursday [18 August] night declared 
as unconstitutional and ultra vires the actions of King 
Letsie III in dissolving the government and Parliament 
and suspending parts of the Constitution. 


In a communique he said: “I, Ntsu Mokhehle, the prime 
minister of the Kingdom of Lesotho exercising my 
responsibilities and functions as the de facto and de jure 
head of the Lesotho Government, declare to you all my 
countrymen that the purported statement issued since 
this morning by His Majesty King Letsie III is unconsti- 
tutional and ultra vires his powers. 


“It came as a total surprise to my democratically elected 
government,” he said in the statement sent to SAPA by 
South Africa’s high commissioner in Lesotho, Mr. Gerrit 
Visser. 


“The announcements of suspending certain sections of 
the Constitution are illegal. The king has breached the 
provisions of the Constitution relating to the role of the 
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monarchy and his oath of office and which act has 
seriously damaged the image of the office of king. 


“It remains my fervent hope as your democratically 
elected leader that we shall all endeavour to maintain 
peace and stability throughout Lesotho and protection of 
all democratic institutions as established by our Consti- 
tution as we go through this trial period. 


“It remains my expectation that all the security forces of 
the country shall ensure the protection of the constitu- 
tion and that maintenance of law and order shall remain 
supreme,” Mr. Mokhehle concluded. 


More Comments 


MB1808082994 London BBC World Service in English 
0635 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[From the “Netwo:k Africa” program] 


[Text] Lesotho is in a midst of a power struggle between 
its monarch and the elected government, one day on 
from the announcement by the king that he has dissolved 
Parliament and sacked the government. This declaration 
sparked protests, and demonstrators outside the royal 
palace were fired on by troops. It is thought that four 
people died. According to King Letsie, he will appoint a 
provisional council to run the country until elections can 
be held, but the prime minister has declared this move 
unconstitutional, and called on the support of the armed 
forces. So, who is really in power? Veronique Edwards 
called up the prime minister, Ntsu Mokhehle, and she 
asked him whether he was prepared to recognize the 
king’s authority: 


[Begin recording] [Mokhehle] No, I think he has mis- 
guided himself. He has no power to dissolve the Parlia- 
ment, and especially during this time when the 
Parliament is not sitting. 


[Edwards] But he is the head of the state. 
{Mokhehle] But I am the head of the government. 


[Edwards] So, are you saying you don’t work with your 
head of state and you have to call your own shots while 
he calls his own shots? So, who is running the country 
now? 


{[Mokhehle] The cabinet is running the country now, and 
the government and the head of siate is supposed to 
carry out those matters which are relevant to the running 
of the country by the head of state. [sentence as heard] I 
am answerable to the kingdom, to the monarchy of the 
king, Letsie III. I am also answerable to the Parliament. 


[Edwards] So, which one comes first? If King Letsie III 
has dissolved your government and Parliament and if 
you are answerable to him then it means you are no 
longer head of the government. 


{Mokhehle] I am answerable to the Parliament. 
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[Edwards] Do you want King Moshoeshoe II to be 
reinstated? 


{Mokhehle] We are not interested in Moshoeshoe II or 
any other chief being reinstated. What we are interested 
in is a person who would hold the office of the monarchy 
of the king in a decent manner to help with the running 
of the country along the lines of law and order. [end 
recording} 


Nongovernment Organizations Council on King’s 
Declaration 


MB1808112394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1048 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 18 SAPA-——Lesotho King Letsie III's 
decision to dissolve the government is in effect a coup 
d’etat, the Lesotho Council of Non-Government Organ- 
isations said on Thursday [18 August]. It said in a 
statement legal advice had convinced it the king’s deci- 
sion on Wednesday to replace the government with a 
provisional council and hold new elections was uncon- 
stitutional. 


The council said it was shocked and horrified by the 
deaths in the upheaval that followed the king’s dawn 
radio broadcast. Four people were shot dead by security 
forces outside the royal palace in Maseru 01) Wednesday 
when a delegation of Basutholand Congress Party offi- 
cials tried to present the king with a petition protesting 
against the dissolution of their government. 


The council appealed to the public to exercise restraint 
to avert more bloodshed, but added it was the responsi- 
bility of the authorities to ensure the situation did not 
deteriorate. 


The council said the upheaval confirmed the urgent need 
for a broad-based national conference on reconciliation, 
national unity, constitutional rule and democracy. 


Maseru was quiet on Thursday and most people followed 
their daily routines, although there was a growing belief 
that confrontation was inevitable between the king and 
Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, who refuses to step 
down. 


Reports that troops had occupied the local radio station 
after Wednesday’s demonstration were disputed by 
employees. They said troops had been posted at the 
station since 1986. 


King’s Spokesman Says King Running Country 
MB1808084794 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] It is thought that the King’s action is an attempt to 
reinstate his father to the throne. King Moshoeshoe was 
removed from power by a former military government 
four years ago. Well, (Makhola Lerosode) is one of the 
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country’s traditional rulers and he is also the current 
king’s spokesman. In the light of the prime minister's 
assertion of power, Veronique Edwards asked Mr. 
(Lerosode) who he thought was really in charge of the 
country? 


{Begin recording] [(Lerosode)] Well, (?you take that as) 
emotional rather than a reality. The country is now being 
run by his majesty and he is preparing certain instru- 
ments to put into effect bodies that will be carrying out 
some aspects of the administration. He, the prime min- 
ister, is not running the country now. 


[Edwards] Does the King have the support of the mili- 
tary? 


[(Lerosode)] Total support of the military, the police. 
The military and the police are on the side of his majesty. 


[Edwards] How can we be sure about this because they 
have not come out with any statement in support of this? 


[(Lerosode)] Well, they are taking their orders from the 
King. When there was that fracas caused by the prime 
minister's supporters, the police enforced the law and 
took appropriate action which in any event resulted in 
the very, very regrettable and unfortunate loss of life. 


[Edwards] But are you worried that this unconstitutional 
action is going to cause more bloodshed in the country? 


[(Lerosode)} Are you suggesting the King acted uncon- 
stitutionally? 


[Edwards] Well, that is what the prime minister is saying, 
and as far as he is concerned the King has acted uncon- 
stitutionally and that his actions are seen as being illegal 
and that he is not going to obey them. 


{(Lerosode)] Well, the prime minister and government 
are known to have a high reputation of neglecting the 
Constitution. They have run this country and created a 
series of crises in which they totally rejected the King’s 
constitutional role. They are the last to raise the fact that 
an action is unconstitutional because they have precipi- 
tated this crisis precisely because of their negligence of 
the constitutional provisions relating to his majesty. [end 
recording] 


Police Commissioner Appeals for Peace, 
Cooperation 


MB1708164994 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1600 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The commissioner of police, Major General 
Thabiso Tango Phinda has appealed to the Basotho 
nation to avoid at all cost involving themselves in violent 
disturbances of any kind. In a statement broadcast over 
Radio Lesotho this afternoon, Major General Phinda 
assured the nation that the Royal Lesotho Mounted 
Police would continue with its work of the maintenance 
of peace and stability, and the prevention of crimes of 
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theft and robbery and lawlessness. The police commis- 
sioner appealed to the Basotho nation, therefore, to join 
hands with members of the police force by reporting to 
the police any acts of violent disturbances and lawless- 
ness immediately. 


Calls For Dusk-to-Dawn Curfew 


ML 1708195194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1940 GMT !7 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—A dusk-to-dawn curfew 
was announced on Radio Lesotho on Wednesday [17 
August] night, a SAPA correspondent in Maseru 
reported. The curfew, called by the police commissioner, 
will operate indefinitely from 1900 to 0500. It was not 
clear whether the curfew was ordered by King Letsie III 
or Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle. In a communique 
earlier, Mr. Mokhehle declared as unconstitutional and 
ultra vires the actions of King Letsie III in dissolving the 
goverment and parliament and suspending parts of the 
constitution. The prime minister hoped he had the 
support of the security forces. Four people were shot 
dead by troops when demonstrators marched on the 
king’s palace protesting his declaration on Wednesday 
morning. The SAPA correspondent said Radio Lesotho 
had not mentioned the prime minister’s communique in 
its 2100 news bulletin. 


Capital Reported ‘Calm’ Overnight 


MB1808120594 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] It was calm overnight in the Lesotho capital, 
Maseru, after yesterday’s clashes between government 
supporters and guards, and the Royal Palace. Four 
people were killed in the fighting which followed a 
demonstration by a large crowd protesting against the 
dissolution of Parliament by King Letsie. The South 
African Foreign Affairs Ministry has expressed concern 
over the situation in Lesotho, and it says it is monitoring 
developments there closely. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Addresses FPLM Abolition Ceremony 


MB1608183994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] The main news item of the day continues to 
be the abolition of the Popular Forces for the Liberation 
of Mozambique, FPLM. [passage omitted] 


During the ceremony, Defense Minister Army General 
Alberto Chipande and Lieutenant General Antonio 
Hama Thai, deputy defense minister, were demobilized. 
President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano, who is also 
commander in chief of the new Mozambique Defense 
Armed Forces, FADM, army said, however, that they 
will keep their posts and the same will happen with other 
senior military officers. 
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[Begin Chissano recording] Many of those officers are in the 
commissions responsible for overseeing the implementation 
of the General Peace Accord. Those officers are to continue 
serving in those commissions and this time they wili work 
under the Defense Ministry. At a later stage, we wi!! hold 
talks with them concerning organizational details in connec- 
tion with their work. Be that as it may, all those officers are 
to continue their duties. 


The officers who have been demobilized and who are not 
included in the groups we have mentioned here will 
enjoy other opportunities in civilian life which we will 
discuss with them. The same wll apply to the other 
officers returning to civilian lite. They are useful men 
and we cannot let them go to waste. Our country spent a 
great deal of money on the training of many of those 
men. They have experience and we must know how to 
use it. [end recording] 


Government Minister Views New Army, Its Role 


MB1608190494 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Transport and Telecommunications Minister 
Armando Guebuza, government chief negotiator in the 
Supervision and Control Commission, CSC, says that 
the issue of the number of men who will be serving in the 
new army is no longer a source of great concern. Minister 
Guebuza also said that efforts must be made to ensure 
that the new Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, 
FADM, Army has the highest possible number of sol- 
diers without however exceeding the 30,000 ceiling pro- 
vided for in terms of the General Peace Accord. He also 
expressed the belief that the government can still supply 
enough men to join the new army. 


[Begin Guebuza recording] Yes, we are under the 
impression that we can supply many men. I cannot say 
how many at this stage, but they could be quite near the 
15,000 mark. As you are aware, practical work must still 
be done. We must also keep it in mind that some soldiers 
in the assembly areas may well have changed their 
minds: At first they wanted to be demobilized, now they 
may have understood that [words indistinct] the FADM 
forces and they may well wish to join the new army. 


In this regard, it has been decided that all soldiers who 
chose to be demobilized but subsequently changed their 
minds, can join the FADM forces as long as they are 
physically fit and they stop enjoying the benefits given 
demobilized soldiers. [end recording] 


The military units of the Popular Forces for the Liberation 
of Mozambique, FPLM, are being handed over to the new 
army. The process is scheduled to wind up on 22 August but, 
until then, who shall protect that property? This is how the 
head of the government team to the CSC replied: 


[Begin recording] [Guebuza] The property of the FPLM 
has already been turned over to the FADM. The problem 
is one of a different nature: How can protection be 
assured while the FADM forces are not in the position to 
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defend those installations? This is the question that 
specific commissions will address and analyze. Natu- 
rally, it will present proposals on how to deal with the 
problem. One such proposal could be to use personnel 
already deployed in those installations and qualified 
enough to be kept there. That personnel would stay on in 
those installations. At a later stage there could be a 
decision on how that personnel would fit in with other 
personnel sent to those installations. I cannot think of 
any other possibility, because it would be extremely 
dangerous to abandon those installations? 


[Unidentified reporter] That means, then, that the 
FADM forces will only become active on 22 August? 


[Guebuza] No, the FADM forces have been active ever 
since their formation. The army has a mission that 
includes training, recruitment, maintenance of combat 
preparedness, and, eventually, missions to be defined. 


[Unidentified reporter] [Question indistinct]? 


{Guebuza] They were defined in terms of the General Peace 
Accord, which states that those forces must guarantee 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. Let us hope 
that no situation will arise that will require their interven- 
tion, but we should not have to see them 1n open operation 
as we used to see the FPLM forces. [end recording] 


Armando Guebuza also said that the utilization of the 
new FADM forces to end mutinies and road blocks will 
hinge on the dangers involved. The transport and tele- 
communications minister also disclosed that the CSC is 
expected to approved the FADM budget on 22 August. 


UN Representative Views Amalgamation of 
Armies 


LD1608211194 Paris France International in French 
1830 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The guest of “Afrique Soir” is Aldo Ajello, the UN 
special representative in Mozambique. This was a historic 
day in Mozambique, since the peace agreement between the 
government and Renamo [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] has come into force. The most spectacular aspect of 
this agreement is undoubtedly the fusion of the armies. Aldo 
Ajello was speaking to Alvaro Morna: 


[Begin recording] [Ajello] This was a very moving day, I 
must say, and very important as far as substance is 
concerned. It was not only a ceremonial affair, it was an 
important and substantial affair where the former 
Mozambican Army, the FAM [Mozambican Armed 
Forces], was extinguished [preceding word in English]—I 
don’t know how to say that in French—and it was.- 
..[pauses] All the equipment, the authority, and the 
infrastructures were handed over to the new Mozamb- 
ican armed force, which is made up of the two former 
belligerents, who have now become a single army. 


The main point of our action—which was to carry 
through the demobilization of the Mozambican Army as 
well as that of the Renamo guerrillas—can be considered 
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as over, and we have reached the aim we had set 
ourselves; that is, to organize the elections with a single 
unified army. It is an army that is still small, because 
many soldiers have asked to be demobilized, so we have 
had inany fewer soldiers than we had first expected, but 
all this does not mean anything bad because it shows first 
of all the will for peace on both sides—because this 
phenomenon was true for both sides—and it will also 
enable the government which will come out of the 
elections to add to the 30,000-strong army provided for 
in the peace accord by recruiting young men who will 
bring new, fresh blood into the Army. 


{[Morna] Have all troops been demobilized? 


[Ajello] We closed the cantonment at midnight last 
night, which means that we are no longer registering 
anyone. Another 3,500 people or so are still in the 
cantonment and they are either in the process of being 
demobilized or being enrolled into the new army. They 
are special cases, people whose rank is a little higher than 
expected, or people who had chosen to jo'n the army and 
later asked to be demobilized, or vice versa. All this will 
be settled quickly during the final days and we are also 
going to complete the demobilization of the people who 
are outside the cantonments. 


In any case, the agreement was about total demobiliza- 
tion by 15 August, plus an extra week if needed. I believe 
that, when the extra week is over, demobilization will 
also be over, which means that we have kept to the 
timetable 


[Morna] This will also mean, Mr. Ajello, that the way is 
now open for next October's elections, won't it? 


{Ajello] Absolutely. The way is open and it seems that 
these elections will take place in a climate of harmony 
and national reconciliation. The two sides are making 
efforts which are both visible and remarkable. They are 
avoiding disagreements and confrontation, they are 
trying to understand each other, to understand each 
other’s problems. | believe that, in the last two weeks, 
from the moment the problems which had prevented us 
from implementing the peace accord were solved, the 
atmosphere has changed completely and I have every 
reason to be optimistic. [end recording] 


Situation in Chibuto ‘Tense’; Troops on Rampage 


MB1708121594 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Government soldiers mutinying in the city of 
Chibuto, 50 km north of Xai Xai, have gone on a 
rampage. Some 120 soldiers of the 2d Battalion of the 
defunct Gaza Provincial Military Command are still 
blocking all access roads to the city. A UN Operations in 
Mozambique [Unomoz] team is reported to have left for 
Chibuto to register the soldiers and pay them their 
demobilization money. The soldiers, who have opted not 
to join the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, are 
scheduled to be demobilized on 23 August. 
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The situation in the city is tense. This morning, our 
correspondent managed to monitor a conversation 
between the Oliveiras bus company in Xai Xai and its 
terminal in Chibuto. 


[Begin recording] [Chibuto terminal] They are already 
burning tires all over the city. 


[Xai Xai] What about our vehicle? Is it still stranded? 


[Chibuto terminal] Yes, it is still stranded at the high 
school. They are assaulting every pedestrian. 


[Xai Xai] What about the Unomoz delegation? Has it 
succeeded in settling the dispute? 


[Chibuto terminal] (?Whether agreement has been 
reached), the fact is that the [words indistinct]. [end 
recording] 


Ministers Council Proposes Armed Forces Budget 


MB1808113694 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] The Ministers Council has proposed a | 23 million 
contos budget for the Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [FADM]. The amount would be spent on salaries, 
equipment expenditure, and investment. The proposal 
will be submitted to the Supervision and Control Com- 
mission for approval. Lieutenant Colonel Agostinho 
Mavunga says the budget took into consideration a 
30,000-strong FADM. 


Zambia 


Government Places Kaunda Under Surveillance 


MB!1708200694 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1910 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The Zambian Government says it has put former 
president Kenneth Kaunda under surveillance in all his 
activities to preserve the peace and security of the 
nation. Home affairs Minister Chitalu Sainpa said today 
that the move follows reports that Dr. Kaunda has 
foreign backing in his bid to go back into active politics. 
He said they know about Dr. Kaunda’s dealings and they 
are worried abut whether he is conducting himself in 
accordance with the laws of the land. 


Dr. Kaunda, who was defeated almost three years ago in 
multiparty elections, announced last month that he 
intends to go back into politics and called for an early 
general election in which he said he will stand against 
President Frederick Chiluba. Last week he held a 
number of rallies in Northern Province, a stronghold of 
the ruling Movement for Multiparty Democracy 
[MMD], and was reported to have asked the people why 
they are so quiet amid the misery and poverty the MMD 
is imposing on them. Dr. Kaunda was then warned 
against making statements that border on inciting people 
to revolt against the government. 
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Cote d'Ivoire 


UN Envoy Arrives, Talks With Foreign Minister 


AB1808102294 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 1900 GMT 
17 Aug 94 


[Text] The UN secretary general’s special envoy to 
Liberia is in Cote d'Ivoire. Soon after his arrival in 
Abidjan this morning, Lakhdar Brahimi was received in 
audience by Foreign Minister Amara Essy. Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali’s representative came to expiain to Ivonan 
authorities why the democratic process in Liberia is 
taking so long to get started. He also came to give the UN 
stand on the settlement of the Liberian conflict. Lakhdar 
Brahimi spoke to newsmen after the audience: 


{Begin Brahimi recording] All the ‘actions and everyone 
else must know that the United Nations first represents, 
and is financed by, member states. I think we must know 
in Africa that the international community is beginning 
to get fed up with this problem, which we appear to be 
incapable of resolving. It is not the United Nations’ 
desire to withdraw, but if no progress 1s made, I think the 
international community will not continue to mark time. 
This is not a question of a threat. This is a reality that we 
must understand. [end recording] 


The Gambia 


Arrest of Recently Appointed Banjul Mayor 
Reported 


AB1608204594 Paris AFP in French 1448 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Banjul, 16 Aug (AFP)—Captain Ibrahima Kambi, 
the recently appointed mayor of Greater Banjul, was 
arrested on | 3 August, an official source disclosed today 
in the capital, Banjul. This followed security agents’ 
discovery of Army uniforms, boots, and berets in his 
home on that day, the source explained. 


Capt. Kambi was earlier appointed special chief of staff 
at the Office of the President before being entrusted on 2 
August with the post of mayor of Greater Banjul. He is 
the third captain to be arrested by the new Gambian 
leaders since the 22 July coup d'etat. Before him, Cap- 
tains Momar Omar Cham, minister of information in 
the first government formed by the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council, and Sherif Shamsdin Saar, minister of trade 
and employment, were arrested a day after their appoint- 
ment 


Ghana 


Finance Minister on Subregional Economic 
Cooperation 


AB1608184194 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The minister of finance, Dr. Kwesi Botchwey, has 
urged West African states to harmonize their macroeco- 
nomic and fiscal policies to ensure greater integration of 
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the subregion. He said when this is done, 80 percent of 
the work toward a monetary union would have been 
completed. 


Dr. Botchwey was speaking to the GHANA NEWS 
AGENCY in Accra on the recent ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] summit in Abuja. 
He said the advent of an ECOWAS currency should be 
the ultimate goal of the harmonization of macroeco- 
nomic policies. The minister declared: You cannot 
decree a common currency. It should be the outcome of 
the harmonization process that ensures that every cur- 
rency is convertible. He called for discipline in the 
management of the economies of the ECOWAS coun- 
tries. 


Dr. Botchwey called for more political commitment 
among the leaders of the community to ensure the 
implementation of ECOWAS treaties. Ghana, he 
stressed, will push for the full implementation of the 
treaty on the free movement of people and goods in the 
subregion. Dr. Botchwey said this 1s a significant step to 
foster a commitment to subregional consciousness. He 
said that if every member state can ensure that the 
nontariff barriers are removed, people will begin to see 
the importance of ECOWAS. 


Government Position on ‘Togo Invasion’ Article 
Viewed 


AB1808 135494 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 0600 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES comments on the 
meeting in Lome between the Togolese authorities and 
Ghana’s acting ambassador to Togo. The meeting was 
called by Togo’s deputy minister of the interior to protest 
against the publication by THE GHANAIAN CHRON- 
ICLE, which alleged that some Togolese nationals are 
being trained in Ghana to overthrow the Togelese Gov- 
ernment, with official support from Ghana. Togo’s 
deputy minister described the story as dangerous, adding 
that it has the effect of traumatizing his people. The 
TIMES is gratified that Ghana’s envoy explained clearly 
to the Togolese authorities that the government does not 
interfere with the day-to-day working of the press. The 
paper points out that in Togo and elsewhere, the min- 
imum sanction for such a publication calculated to 
undermine national stability and to create scare and 
unnecessary tension would have been outright banned. 
But in Ghana, such subversive and treasonable publica- 
tions go unchecked, all in the name of press freedom. 
Much as the TIMES feels satisfied with the response 
given by Ghana’s envoy, it believes that the Togolese 
authorities should have been told in the face that they are 
known to be sponsoring a number of Ghanaian newspa- 
pers which have served as their proxies in their campaign 
against the Rawlings administration. The paper notes 
that in the times past, these newspapers have supported 
the ritual accusation by the Togolese Government that 
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Ghana was responsible for that country’s internal polit- 
ical problems. The TIMES says one of the auditors of the 
newspapers involved is known to have close connections 
within President Eyadema’s circle, where he receives his 
stories accusing the NDC [National Democratic Con- 
gress] government of interfering in Togolese affairs. The 
TIMES adds that it is interesting that, only a few days 
after THE CHRONICLE publication, THE VOICE— 
one of their allies—came out with the story headed: 
Togolese Diplomats Quit Accra. According to the paper, 
two top Togolese diplomats have left Ghana under 
mysterious circumstances to return home, linking it to a 
so-called Togolese suspicion about Ghana’s involvement 
in destabilizing activities against the country. It 1s the 
hope of the TIMES that the meeting called by the 
Togolese authorities to complain about THE CHRON- 
ICLE story is not a mere ploy to deny knowledge of it, 
fearing that the source of that story w.ll be exposed. If, 
however, the concerns expressed are genuine, then those 
newspapers, which have been fueling tension and strife 
between the two countries, should now take note of the 
signals from Lome. 


Liberia 


UN Special Envoy: Elections To Be Postponed 


AB1708131894 Paris AFP in English 1224 GMT 
17 Aug 94 


[Text] Abidjan, Aug i7 (AFP)—UN special envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi said Wednesday [17 August] it was 
“now certain” that elections would not go ahead as 
planned in Liberia on 7 September. 


Speaking in Ivory Coast’s economic capital Abidjan en 
route to Monrovia, Brahimi said the international com- 
munity “is starting to get tired” of the “lack of progress” 
in the Liberian peace process and said it was still possible 
UN observers could be withdrawn from the country. 


Adding that it was “not the wish of the United Nations 
to withdraw,” he said the international community was 
getting tired of “eternally going round in circles.” 


“The countries in the area are rather preoccupied with 
the lack of progress in the peace process,” he said. 


The Algerian, named special envoy by UN Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali, described his trip as “a 
mission of information to see where things stand now, 
considering that the date set for the elections will not be 
met.” 


Brahimi was speaking after a meeting with Ivorian 
Foreign Minister Amara Essy foliowing his arrival in 
Abidjan. Brahimi was expected to arrive in Monrovia 
later today or early Thursday. 


Under an inter-Liberian peace accord signed in July 
1993 three factions agreed to disarm in order to pave the 
way for free elections. However, the disarmament pro- 
cess is currently stalled while fighting has continued. 
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State Council Warns Against Forming New 
Armed Groups 


AB1608141594 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The Council of State of Liberia is warning all 
those involved in conniving with and soliciting support 
of former fighters to form new armed groups to desist 
immediately as such an action will derail the peace 
process, increase, and prolong the suffering of the 
Liberian people. The council, in its regular session 
yesterday at the Executive Mansion, condemned such 
actions on the part of unpatriotic Liberians and noted 
that at this time, when the ECOWAS [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States], the OAU, the United 
Nations, and the citizens of Liberia are working assidu- 
ously to bring peace and harmony to the country, the 
Council of State will not condone hostility or any 
attempt on the part of individuals to incite hostility in 
any part of the country. 


Earlier, the Council of State of Liberia called on 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], the national secu- 
rity forces, and all peace-loving citizens to work toward 
the restoration of peace and report (any type of such a) 
meeting being held by any individuals or group of 
Liberians with the set intent of forming armed groups. 
The Council’s stand comes in the wake of intelligence 
information it had received that certain influential citi- 
zens and individuals are conniving with and soliciting 
the support of former fig'iters to form new armed groups 
and wage an outright war on the Liberian people. The 
council also called on all leaders of various warring 
factions residing in and out of Monrovia to bring speedy 
relief to the Liberian people and facilitate the disarming 
of their fighters, the repatriation, and resettlement of 
citizens, and the holding of free and fair general and 
presidential elections. The council (?concluded by) 
saying that the Liberian people must realize that the 
Cotonou Accord offers the best framework for the final 
resolution of the Liberian conflict and (?must do every- 
thing possible for its final implementation). 


Taylor Calls for Professional Help To Resolve 
Crisis 

AB1608204994 Gharnga Radio ELRL in English 1400 
GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
leader, Charles Gankay Taylor, says there is a need for 
the involvement of professional institutions in finding a 
solution to the Liberian civil conflict. Mr. Taylor said 
institutions like the Carter Center and other reputable 
organizations trained in conflict resolution were needed 
to he!p accelerate the peace effort of existing organiza- 
tions in the country to restore peace in Liberia. 


Speaking in a VOA interview, Mr. Taylor said, the 
African peacekeeping force and the UN observer, 
UNOMIL [UN Observer Mission in Liberia], should 
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remain in the country unti there was a final peace 
accord among parties to the civil conflict. The NPFL 
leader said one of the problems delaying peace in the 
country was the inability of the UN representative to 
Liberia, Trevor Gordon-Somers, to report the fact of the 
Liberian situation to the UN secretary general, Dr. 
Butrus Ghali, saying Gordon-Somers is an obstacle to 
peace. Commenting on [word indistinct], Mr. Taylor 
replied that he would have no regret if Mr. Gordon- 
Somers was to be changed. 


Acting Foreign Minister Receives PRC Trade 
Delegation 


AB1608183794 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The deputy director general of the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, Mr. (Liu Quo Quin), at the head 
of a nine-man delegation yesterday held talks with the 
acting minister of foreign affairs, Ambassador George 
Wallace, and officials of the Foreign Ministry in Mon- 
rovia. 


A Foreign Ministry release says Ambassador Wallace 
briefed the Chinese delegation on infrastructural 
destruction wreaked on Liberia by the civil war as a 
result of which Monrovia and the rest of the country now 
lacks electricity and functional water supply system. 
Acting Minister Wallace told the Chinese delegation that 
Liberia is now making an SOS call to the international 
community for help to facilitate the restoration of these 
facilities and the reconstruction of its electricity and 
water supply infrastructure which are in need of urgent 
attention. 


Defense Minister Lauds PRC Delegation During 
Visit 

AB1I708131294 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Defense Minister, retired Major General Sande 
Ware. has lauded the Chinese Government for identi- 
fying with the people of Liberia during these difficult 
periods in the country. He said history would for ever 
cherish the cordial relationship which had existed 
between Liberia and the People’s Republic of China. 
Minister Ware made the commendation yesterday at his 
Defense Ministry office, when the Chinese delegation 
currently visiting Liberia paid a courtesy call on him. He 
informed the head of the delegation, His Excellency (Liu 
Quo Quin) that plans are underway to reorganize the 
Armed Forces of Liberia when peace is restored in the 
country. He asked whether the Chinese Government 
could help in making the exercise a reality, especially in 
the area of logistics. The defense boss expressed the hope 
that the Chinese delegation’s stay in the country would 
be rewarding. 


Responding, the head of the delegation, (Liu Quo Quin), 
thanked Minister Ware for the warm reception accorded 
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his delegation, and said the Chinese delegation is in 
Liberia to assess the situation. He said following the 
assessment, his government will be prepared to promote 
technical, trade, economy, and mutual links between the 
two countries, and stressed that the conflict must come 
to an end. Mr. (Liu Quo Quin) said his government is 
also prepared to resume the reconstruction of the Min- 
istry of Health and the S.K. Doe Sports Complex in 
Paynesville. He promised Minister Ware that he would 
convey to the Chinese the Defense Ministry's request. 


Niger 


Radio Reports Rebel Ambush at Agadez 


AB1608203994 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1900 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] There were rebel attacks at Agadez Department 
on 13 August. The first took place between Ikeleyen and 
(Amni), specifically at Gougaram village, where defense 
and security forces returned fire in an ambush. Toll: 14 
wounded, 14 dead. including |! rebels and three other 
unidentified persons, according to the daily SAHEL, 
which reported the incident this morning. The rebels are 
also believed to have attacked and looted a relief sup- 
plies convoy meant for Nigerien Coal Company. bolting 
away 1n the process with a sum of money estimated at 5.5 
million CFA francs. 


Further Attacks Reported 


AB1708130894 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] There were rebel attacks in (Tirozerine) on the 
night of 16 August. A group of armed persons, split into 
three groups, simultaneously launched rocket attacks on 
the gendarmene, Republican Guard, and Nigeriren Coal 
Company. The ensuing 45-minute fight caused no casu- 
alties on the side of the defense and security forces. 
However, some property was destroyed at the scene of 
the attacks. 


Nigeria 


General Abacha Addresses Nation 


AB1708224194 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2001 GMT 17 Aug 94 


{Address by Head of State General Sani Abacha, in 
Abuja on 17 August—recorded] 


[Text] Fellow Nigerians, in the past few weeks, we have 
wiinessed actions and pronouncements which have had 
the unfortunate effect of heightening political tension in 
our country. We have also recorded a period of flagrant 
disregard for law and order by some groups and individ- 
uals in some sections of our country. We are witnesses to 
the attendant economic hardships and growing sense of 
insecurity which have progressively assaulted our people 
due to the misguided acts of a few individuals and 
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groups. Government fully appreciates the painful sacri- 
fices which the majority of our people have had to make 
during this trying periods in the overall interest of our 
beloved nation. 


Recent developments in our country have clearly 
exposed the shameless tactics and insincerity of certain 
groups and indivicuals whose evil motives against our 
nation have been perpetuated under the guise of advo- 
cating and advancing for the annulment of the 12 June 
1993 presidential election. In their elusive search for 
relevance, these self-anointed saviors have deliberately 
ignored the obvious and widely acknowledged facts 
about the |2 June elections, that is, namely the presiden- 
tial elections were inconclusive and no results were 
declared; that the elections were aborted by a previous 
government which was replaced by another government 
before this administration came into being; and that 12 
June was the culmination point of several anti- 
democratic injustices. 


It is instructive to emphasize that this administration 
did not instigate the prob.ems associated with the 
annulled election. Instead, it was in accord with the 
collective will of well-meaning Nigerians that we 
assumed the task of seeking to solve also the problems 
occasioned by the aftermath of that annulment. This 
effort was enthusiastically received and endorsed by all 
parties and the overwhelming majority of Nigerians 
across our country. The composition of our cabinet and 
our program of action reflect the compromises and good 
faith received from all interested parties. Our general 
understanding of the effect of the annulled election was 
that it was of national concern and so should be 
addressed nationally. The 12 June issue was considered 
by all as the culmination of several dashed electoral 
hopes, which included the abrupt disqualification of 23 
aspirants in mid-1992. Ironically, it was this peculiar 
injustice, after all, which enabled Chief Abiola and some 
others to make their bid for the presidency. Therefore, it 
is important to state that the circumstances of the 
annulment ought not to attract the imputation of eth- 
nicity or personalization, as may be presently conversed. 
The crisis ought to be a national one in which no ethnic 
group should seek any undue prominence. 


In spite of several disruptions, the focus of government 
remains a search for a lasting national solution. To this 
end, the Constitutional Conference is the high point of 
our program of action. It is aimed at bringing together 
representatives of all our people for a national dialogue 
on a wide spectrum of issues which have confronted us 
as a nation have been most successful. [sentence as 
heard] 


The conference is unique in its form and circumstance. 
The membership which cuts across all strata of our 
society has not been based on any political party or 
interest group. So far, the high quality of its membership 
has been the cast-iron shield that has protected the 
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conference in the face of the constant battering by its 
detractors. We pray all will be well with this veritable 
historic institution. 


It must be pointed out to those who immodestly seek to 
compare themselves and cur situation to the South 
African experience that our constitutional conference is 
comparable to the CODESA [Coalition for a Democratic 
South Africa] process. As you are all aware now, this 
government made no contribuiion to the conference 
agenda and has not placed any limitations on their 
discussions. In fact, it is now public knowledge that the 
issue Of 12 June presidential election has been freely 
discussed and canvassed at the conference. Such is the 
spirit we should advance if we are genuinely committed 
to salvaging our nation from its present predicament. 


If we must ensure the steady and upward growth of this 
nation, there is ne d for all of us to deliberately cultivate 
the desire for peace and stability. Our country is striving 
to develop a culture of democracy and this calls for an 
attitude of give and take. We are a nation of over 25) 
ethnic groups inhabiting the 30 states and a federal 
capital territory of our country. The reality of our 
circumstance is the need for us to strengthen our inter- 
dependence on one another and improve our internal 
cohesion. In a multiethnic society such as ours, there is 
the overall need to protect all and sundry against internal 
or external oppression, deprivation, or relegation. We 
should acknowledge justice as a (?sacred) tool for 
ensuring the advancement of our people. 


I must reiterate the desire of this administration to 
institute a tradition of insulating the Judiciary from the 
political control. We believe that the Judiciary is the 
vital custodian of our individual liberties and so should 
be courageous, impartial, and honest at all times. 


Government has listened with sympathy to all those 
requesting that the present charges against Chief M.K.O. 
Abiola should be terminated [as heard] from court. This 
government has always expressed its commitment to 
dialogue as a means of resolving our internal differences. 
We have demonstrated this by our individual and col- 
lective efforts at holding consultations at all strata of our 
society. 


You will recall that in spite of these overtures and good 
gestures by government, Chief M.K.O. Abiola flagrantly 
perpetrated acts which breached the laws of the land; but 
government, in its magnanimity, never gave him serious 
attention. His most recent action of declaring himself the 
president and commander in chief of the Armed Forces 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, inciting the public to 
insurrection, and attempting to topple the government 
by force with a view to installing himself as president 
however led to his arrest by the law enforcement agents. 
The step taken by the law enforcement agents is a 
legitimate exercise in the performance of their duties. 


Government does not, and should not, interfere in the 
court process. We believe that whatever reliefs Chief 
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Abiola desires from the law court would be appropriately 
handled by the court if such reliefs are properly sought. I 
must stress the unflinching commitment of this admin- 
istration to an early return to civil democratic rule. We 
came into office at a time of chaos and crisis. There is 
absolute need for political and social peace to enable us 
accomplish our task. During the past nine months, we 
have had to cope with unnecessary turmoil capable of 
derailing our program for an early and orderly return to 
civil rule. 


We know there may be skeptics regarding the sincerity of 
our intentions, but in the past months, we have endeav- 
ored to assure the public, and in iact, the world at large, 
of our sincerity and credibility. In recent times, our 
country has been inundated by the sporadic rise of 
unregistered groups seeking to play the role of political 
associations. Such groups have unwarrantedly and reck- 
lessly paraded themselves as advocates of democracy. 
They create the erroneous impression of commanding 
national strength whereas they are local, sectional, eco- 
nomically motivated, ethnic in their composition and 
orientation. 


There is no Nigerian today who does not desire democ- 
racy. Even in the military, there is a growing swirl of 
opinions on the need to establish and uphold a culture of 
true democracy in our country. It is also evident that past 
military leaders have lent their voice of support to the 
installation of viable democracy in our country. No true 
national patriot will disparage his fatherland with for- 
eign confidence with the hope of instituting democracy 
on the debris of his country. Government will act firmly 
and decisively against pretentious and unregistered 
groups who are being financed by foreign interests to do 
disservice to the peace and unity of our country and 
frustrate our quest for true democracy. 


It is important to emphasize that the constitutional 
conference remains the only viable option, if we are to 
avoid the path of chaos and anarchy. I urge all well- 
meaning Nigerians to continue to give the conference the 
necessary support to carry through its assignment. Gov- 
ernment is impressed with the seriousness so far demon- 
strated by the conference. Our commitment to ensuring 
its success is now irreversible. In the circumstance, it 
should now be helpful for individuals and groups across 
the country to participate in the healthy consideration of 
issues being canvassed. 


Accordingly, government now considers it expedient to 
relax on the wholesale ban on politics. Individuals or 
groups may henceforth canvass political ideas. These 
would give a welcome boost to the efforts of the consti- 
tutional conference and provide a veritable prelude to a 
new successful! and vigorous politics in the fut: re. How- 
ever, for now, no political parties can be formed until 
modalities for them, as may be recommended by the 
constitutional conference and approved by the Provi- 
sional Ruling Council, are announced. 


A reasonable period of renewed healthy political culture 
needs to be nurtured again in our country leading to 
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actual formation of political parties and elections into 
offices. Meaningful progress cannot be achieved in our 
overall national endeavors if the projected economic and 
social goals of this administration are not allowed to he 
realized. 


The attempt to destroy the economic lifeline of our 
nation is a national tragedy. The recent activities of the 
National Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers 
{NUPENG] and the Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior 
Staff Association of Nigeria [PENGASSAN] amount to 
economic sabotage which cairies severe penalties under 
our laws. These organizations had embarked on a sys- 
tematic destruction and strangulation of our economy. 
Strategic installations including refineries, power sta- 
tions and pipelines have been vandalized. The adminis- 
tration will not stand by and watch the willful 
destruction of the economic lifeline of this country. 
Nations have been known to go to war upon the mere 
threat to their economic interests. Government had 
remained silent not because it is weak to act. Our 
deliberate silence was to give the erring organizations 
time to do some rethinking and redress their steps. 
Unfortunately, it is obvious that this is not the case. 
Enough is now enough. 


I do not intend to jeopardize our economic interest 
either in the short term nor in the long term. We are also 
mindful that we do not destabilize our subregion eco- 
nomically and socially. As a nation, we are determined to 
continue to play our rightful role in the advancement of 
the world economic order. Government, therefore, will 
henceforth deal decisively with any attempt by hired or 
paid agents, who under any guise threaten our funda- 
mental economic interests. Labor organizations are 
essential and integral parts of our national development 
structure. 


This administration has given respect and recognition to 
the labor movements and encouraged the body to fulfill 
its legitimate responsibilities to their workers. The role 
of labor movements in our social welfare and economic 
development is, therefore, crucial. It 1s for this reason 
that government considers it regrettable that certain 
union leaders had betrayed the unique trust accorded 
them both by their members and the nation. It is a 
betrayal of the confidence reposed in the leader of the 
trade union for him to fraudulently utilize the machinery 
of his union to advance his personal, political and 
economic interests. It is evident that the leaderships of 
the NLC [Nigeria Labor Congress], NUPENG and PEN- 
GASSAN have vested political interests. The leaderships 
of these unions are opportunistic and they have callously 
pronounced their motives for strike action as political. 
Government recognizes that the secretary general of 
NUPENG was in the executive of a banned political 


party. 


Government also recognizes the frustration of the 
NUPENG secretary general in his failed bid to use his 
position to secure the employment of OMPADEC [Oil, 
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Mineral Producing Areas Developrvent Commission] 
chairmanship. Only recently, the secretary general, with 
the connivance of a section of the press, displayed an 
unwholesome disservice to the sensitivity of our people 
by irresponsibly concocting his arrest by law enforce- 
ment agents. This was unmindful of the undue tension 
which his action would create for the already stressed 
populace. It is rather worrisome that the platform of 
such a nonpolitical association, as a labor union, has 
been pronounced as the spring board for realizing frus- 
trated personal political ambition. It is evident that the 
membership of NUPENG and PENGASSAN anation- 
wide are not in support of these self-seeking and mind- 
less actions of their leaders. It is, therefore, evident that 
the recent strike actions embarked upon by a section of 
NUPENG and PENGASSAN is not only illegal but 
ill-motivated. 


The short- and long-term desire is to sabotage our 
country’s cconomy. It is selfish in motive, ruthless in 
execution, 2nd sadistic in expectations. It is deliberately 
aimed at hurting innocent citizens and designed to 
permanently impair the progress of our nation. We have 
come to the point when the situation can no longer be 
tolerated. It 1s in the overall national interest that these 
unpatriotic acts being perpetrated by the leadership of 
NUPENG and PENGASSAN be dealt with decisively. 
Accordingly, the executive of both unions, the National 
Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers and the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of 
Nigeria at both national and state levels are hereby 
dissolved. This action is with immediate effect. A sole 
administrator will be appointed immediately to oversee 
the affairs of both unions. The honorable minister for 
labor and productivity will immediately take appro- 
priate steps in this direction. I appeal to the workers of 
both defunct unions whom I believe are peaceloving and 
desirous to contribute their honest quota to the advance- 
ment and the progress of our fatherland, to return to 
work immediately. Government guarantees full and ade- 
quate protection to all workers in the discharge of their 
legitimate duties. Any further acts of vandalism by 
individuals or groups to the nation’s strategic installa- 
tions will be firmly and promptly dealt with. 


Recent activities of the Nigeria Labor Congress [NLC] 
fall into the same category as that which has been 
demonstrated by NUPENG and PENGASSAN. The 
Nigeria Labor Congress has long derailed from its status 
as the umbrella union of Nigerian workers with the basic 
aim of advancing workers’ welfare. The Nigeria Labor 
Congress under its present leadership did, in fact, declare 
its intention to actually participate in politics. This was 
clearly in disregard to the enabling law by which the 
congress was established. It is to be noted that a leading 
member of the present executive on the NLC was short- 
listed as a running mate of a presidential candidate in the 
annulled 12 June 1993 election. 


With the benefit of hindsight, it is probably an error of 
judgment that the NLC did not go the same way as the 
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proscribed political parties. In spite of this shortcoming, 
this administration believes in the protection and facil- 
itation of a general workers’ forum which the NLC 
represents. However, recent events point to the fact that 
the leaders of the NLC no longer command the respect of 
the overall membership of the affiliate unions. 


The divergent pronouncements, intransigence, and defi- 
ance of the leadership of the NLC currently being 
displayed by her affiliate unions clearly indicate that the 
leadership of the NLC is weak and completely ham- 
strung. The leadership has lost contro! of the union and 
no longer commands respect. This is a trend which is 
dangerous for a vast and developing nation as ours. 


Government is desirous to arrest this situation from 
further deteriorating, and to pave way for an effective 
leadership of the union. Consequently, government 
hereby dissolves with immediate effect the leadership of 
the Nigerian Labor Congress. An administrator will be 
appointed immediately to run the affairs of the union. 
The honorable minister of labor and productivity 1s also 
to take appropriate steps in this direction. 


We have been receiving reports from several agencies 
that have been monitoring the performance of the 
economy and we realize that our high hopes for eco- 
nomic rejuvenation are yet to be realized. Government is 
desirous to alleviate the hardship currently being expe- 
rienced by our people. This is particularly in the area of 
transportation, food, health, and shelter. | have therefore 
directed the appropriate ministries and agencies to look 
into the relevant aspects of our regulations with a view to 
bringing desired relief to the economy. 


We are also instituting viable options that would assist 
the continued growth and unhindered operation of the 
private sector. I should reiterate that those involved in 
strikes and economic sabotage at this critical moment of 
our history are unmindful of the serious stress which our 
actions impose on the vast majority of our citizens. 
There is no better time than now for all of us to show 
love for ourselves and loyalty to our fatherland. 


V/ith regard to the press, I call on all our media to 
exercise restraint and demonstrate maturity in the dis- 
charge of their duties. The Nigerian press is one of the 
freest in the world but such freedom should be matched 
with adequate responsibility. There is a great deal of 
misinformation being freely passed to the public. This is 
worrisome and some sections of our press have, by their 
actions, threatened our national unity, security, and 
have ridiculed our national pride as a people. 


The embarrassments of our citizens in the outside world 
are often predicated on false and damaging impressions 
which some sections of our press have unpatriotically 
championed. This administration remains committed to 
maintaining a strike record of not muzzling the press or 
impairing its ability to perform its duties. Government 
will not shirk her responsibility to protect the rights of 
our citizens against the unsavory acts of junk journalism. 
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The press should remain steadfast to its cardinal objec- 
tive of educating, informing, and entertaining and not 
constitute itself into paid agents of incitement and 
confusion. 


Our quest for a peaceful transition to civil democratic 
rule must not be jeopardized by a reckless press. It is 
pertinent to stress that this administration does not 
represent any political party of whatever persuasion and 
of any period of our history. We know we have brought 
into the mainstream of our administration eminent 
Nigerians and political leaders from the past political 
parties. This is with the hope that balance, experience, 
and maturity which are so dearly needed at this period of 
our national history will be fully placed at our nation’s 
disposal. 


At this crucial time we need an efficient, conscientious, 
and high-caliber team in the affairs of the state. I 
congratulate all the members of our team who have 
made enormous sacrifices for our country at this time. In 
order to meet the challenges of the prevailing circum- 
stances and to execute efficiently the programs we have 
set for ourselves, it is imperative that we continue to 
strengthen and rejuvenate our team. 


It is therefore now imperative for us to restructure or 
strengthen the machinery of government at this time. It 
is noteworthy that a majority of foreign nations appre- 
ciate the problems of evolutions which our country is 
passing through at this time and the need to offer us their 
cooperation and genuine goodwill. On behalf of the 
government and people of Nigeria, I wish to express my 
profound appreciation to the international community, 
our foreign friends, and partners for their continued 
understanding and support in our effort to chart a new 
course for our country. 


We are also aware of the interference of some foreign 
interests in our internal affairs and their bid to under- 
mine our national sovereignty end interest. We still urge 
them to show greater understanding and appreciation of 
our sociopolitical transition problems. We will continue 
to solicit your cooperation in the months ahead as we 
execute the rather difficult task that we set for ourselves, 
though fully aware that the management of our country 
is in Our own hands. I must thank our major partners in 
the oil industry and others who under very strenuous and 
difficult circumstances have stood resolutely by us. We 
urge you to continue in this spirit. 


Finally, I salute all Nigerians for their endurance and 
understanding in the face of the hardships and depriva- 
tions which have attended the recent strike actions. I also 
commend the Nigerian Armed Forces, the Nigerian 
Police, and other security forces for the mature and 
patriotic manner they have managed our crisis so far. 
They have ably derronstrated their commitment to the 
service of their fatherland. 


We must all put the survival of this country above all 
other considerations. We will not accept a situation 
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where any Nigerian cannot feel secure in any part he 
chooses to live in his country. This country belongs to us 
all. No Nigerian must be made to become migrant in his 
own country. Government will be unrelenting in 
ensuring that our country remains a safe haven for all 
our citizens for the pursuit of their legitimate goals and 
objectives. We implore all our citizens to join hands in 
our endeavor to make definite progress toward insti- 
tuting a stable, progressive, and enduring democracy in 
our country. We cannot afford to fail. 


Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria! Thank you. 


NUPENG Union To React After Abacha Address 


AB1708192394 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpts] Nigerians will be huddled by their radio sets 
and televisions this evening when the military leader, 
General Sani Abacha, addresses the nation for the first 
time in the current crisis. [passage omitted] 


The Nigerian Labor Congress, NLC, is due to meet 
tomorrow and is expected ‘9 call a new general strike. 
The oil workers’ unions, NUPENG [Nationa! Union of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers] and PENGASSAN 
[Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of 
Nigeria], bracing themselves for a new crackdown, were 
supposed to meet the government today. In Lagos our 
correspondent, Sola Odunfa, asked NUPENG’s general 
secretary, Frank Kokori, if they would be going to the 
talks. 


[Begin recording] [Kokori] Well, for now, we are not 
really enthusiastic in meeting the government, for now. 
We should have met the government today as you know 
quite okay, but with yesterday’s development.... [pauses] 
weil, (?you remember) one man in the country, that is, 
the head of state, is making a policy statement this 
evening by 7 PM. We were just waiting, so we have 
decided that we should wait until after his policy state- 
ment before we will react from then on. 


[Odunfa] And what are you looking forward to before 
you call off your strike? 


{Kokori] Hum, the issues are very clear why we went on 
strike. We had our demands which are now public, and 
as you know, none of the political aspect of the demands 
have even been addressed so we expect that the head of 
state, if he is a listening head of state, should be able to 
address some of those areas today, but if he fails to 
address them, and if he decides to clampdown, if he 
decides to talk tough, then it will be unfortunate. 


{Odunfa] And if he talks tough, what can you do? What 
will you do? For example, there are speculations that 
NUPENG and PENGASSAN may be proscribed, and 
some other tough actions may be announced tonight. 
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[Kokori] Well, those are some of the sacrifices you have 
to pay for your people, for democracy. We will not be 
surprised if such actions come up, if he talks tough. You 
see, but as you know, I am just a functionary of the 
union. NUPENG is a big machine. PENGASSAN is a 
big machine too. It is a big trade union machine and 
people will take appropriate decisions and as you all 
know too, the struggle now is not just NUPENG and the 
government alone. It has become NUPENG and PEN- 
GASSAN actually being the vanguard of the people’s 
struggle, and the masses will not let us down, the way we 
look at it. [end recording] 


Petroleum Minister Urges Oil Workers To Halt 
Strike 


AB1608142594 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The Federal Government has described as false a 
report that Nigeria has stopped the sale of more crude oil 
to the United States. The minister of petroleum and 
mineral resources, Chief Don Etiebet, told Radio 
Nigeria energy correspondent in Lagos yesterday that the 
report was baseless and designed to cause disaffection 
between Nigeria and the United States. 


{Begin Etiebet recording] That is an atrocious specula- 
tion, spurious, and I think is designed to, of course, 
(?cause) antagonism and impress on the minds of people, 
between Nigeria and the United States, there is no 
{words indistinct] that is the position of such reports. 
And in fact, 1 would have imagined that you journalists, 
having heard such a thing, should have also carried your 
inquiries to the American oil companies operating in this 
country to find out what they are doing. This time, I 
received a call from them on their position, according to 
their quota on exploiting [words indistinct]. [end 
recording] 


Chief Etiebet also gave an assurance that the nation’s 
volume of crude oil export was not, by any means, 
affected by the current industrial action by some unions 
in the petroleum industry. The minister, however, acqui- 
esces that there is a drop in the overall production 
capacity by some oil producing companies. 


[Begin Etiebet recording] I don’t know how long the 
strike is going to continue, but we are working very hard 
in order to bring it to an end as soon as possible, but 
suffice it to say that some oil companies have reported a 
drop in their production, but this drop in production 
does not necessarily mean a drop in exports. So far, the 
export is going on as one would expect, and you will 
appreciate that the production of crude oil may go from 
the oil well [words indistinct] for export. [Passage indis- 
tinct] and this I think has not yet affected export, and I 
am trying out the details with some of the companies 
[words indistinct]. From all indications and from all my 
calculations, export volume has not yet dropped and 
therefore we have not got (?losses) in revenue. [end 
recording] 
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The minister of petroleum and mineral resources has 
again appealed to members of the main unions in the oil 
industry—NUPENG [National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers] and PENGASSAN [Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria]—to 
go back to work in the interest of the [word indistinct] in 
the nation’s economy. Speaking to Radio Nigeria energy 
correspondents in Lagos, he said his ministry was ready 
at all times to discuss and meet their demands on 
conditions of service, but not goals with political under- 
tones. 


Chief Etiebet explained that the strike action, which has 
lasted nearly two months, has crippled economic activi- 
ties and brought untold hardship to the people. The 
minister asked the two unions to reconsider their posi- 
tion on the political issue and call off their industrial 
action, because the matter was receiving the govern- 
ment’s attention. 


Fuel Situation Worsens; NNPC Workers Join 
Strike 

AB1808095294 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] The new measures taken by the Nigerian military 
authorities do not seem to be easing the tension that is 
prevailing in that country. The strike affecting the oil 
sector has worsened, as employees of the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation have now joined 
workers who were already on strike. This action has 
resulted in the closing of all fuel depots in the country. 
The latest withdrawal of fuel from depots was made early 
this week, and this new development constitutes a clear 
worsening of the situation, sources close to fuel distribu- 
tion circles have stated. Now nobody can load fuei at the 
depots, and if the strike continues we will be confronted 
with serious supply problems in the days ahead, the same 
sources added, stressing that their reserves of diesel and 
kerosene are completely gone. 


Labor Minister, Oil Union Executives To Meet 


AB1708115494 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] A tripartite meeting of the National Union of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers, NUPENG, PEN- 
GASSAN [Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff 
Association of Nigeria], and the Nigerian minister of 
labor and productivity may take place later today in 
Lagos. NUPENG deputy general secretary, Mr. Joseph 
Akinlaja, said NUPENG and PENGASSAN had made 
necessary arrangements to see that their executives 
attended the talks as demanded by the labor minister, 
Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia. The talks, which were to have 
taken place last Thursday [11 August], were postponed, 
because the minister said he would only negotiate with 
the executives of the two bodies and not ordinary repre- 
sentatives, which he described as second eleven [second 
string executives]. The national executive of NUPENG 
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will meet on Thursday, tomorrow, to review the outcome 
of the meeting with the government. Meanwhile the 
seven-week-old strike of the union continues. 


NLC Official Views Dissolution of Labor 
Leadership 


AB1808110694 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 18 Aug 94 


[From the “Network Africa’’ program, hosted by 
Annerod Mbimah] 


[Excerpts] Nigeria’s General Abacha is keeping a firm 
stance in reponse to the country’s political and economic 
crisis. Last night, in his address to the nation, he dealt 
directly with the crippling strike by the oil workers 
unions—NUPENG [National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers] and PENGASSAN [Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria]. 


[Abacha] “The recent strike actions embarked upon by a 
section of NUPENG and PENGASSAN is not only 
illegal but ill-motivated. The short and long-term desire 
is to sabotage our country’s economy.” 


Gen. Abacha outlined also his solution to the strike: 


{Begin Abacha recording] Accordingly, the executive of 
both unions—the NUPENG and the PENGASSAN—at 
both national and state levels, are hereby dissolved. This 
action is with immediate effect. A sole administrator will 
be appointed immediately to oversee the affairs of both 
unions. [end recording] 


Well, the union umbrella organizations, the Nigerian 
Labor Congress [NLC], was dealt the same fate. Its 
leadership has also been dissolved. Even though the NLC 
has only held one day of strike action, Gen. Abacha 
justified his action by arguing that the union’s federation 
had strayed from its role of advancing the welfare of the 
workers and become political. [passage omitted] 


So how has the leadership of the unions reacted to the 
news that they have been removed from their job? Just 
after the general’s speech, Emily Cathereal called up the 
deputy president of the Nigerian Labor Congress, Adam 
Oshomole, in Kaduna and asked for his reaction. 


[Begin recording] [Oshomole] Of course, one is quite 
surprised about this development; we did not really 
anticipate it. 


{[Mbimah] But from what Gen. Abacha has said, you are 
now out of the job? 


[Oshomole] Yes, I am partially unemployed now, but not 
completely unemployed. I still have a job as the general 
secretary of an industrial union. 


{[Mbimah] There were talks that the Nigerian Labor 
Congress may call a general strike. Now what are you 
going to do now? 
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[Oshomole] I don’t think.... [pauses] Well, if the NLC 
leadership has been disbanded, I cannot speak for NLC, 
so I wouldn't say this is what people are going to do. 


[Mbimah] So you respect the decision that Gen. Sani 
Abacha has made? 


[Oshomole] I am not sure of your choice of words, 
whether I respect his decision or not. But the fact 
remains that he has made that decision, and as a person, 
it is not something that is being put for me to consider, 
to accept or to reject. I am sure we will have to consult to 
find a solution to the problem. As a Nigerian, I still 
remain concerned for peace, for tranquility, for political 
stability. Even if lam no more in the NLC, I still believe 
those responsibilities are still on our shoulders as Nige- 
rians. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Trade Unions Reject Military Dissolution Order 


AB1808105394 Paris AFP in English 1028 GMT 18 
Aug 94 


[Text] Lagos Aug 18 (AFP)}—Leaders of Nigeria’s two 
striking oil unions on Thursday [18 August] rejected a 
military order dissolving the unions’ executives and said 
they would challenge the move in court. 


Late Wednesday junta leader General Sani Abache 
announced that he was dissolving the leadership of the 
striking oil unions and the country’s biggest labor feder- 
ation, the National Labor Congress, for leading an “‘ille- 
gal’ seven-week-old strike which has crippled the 
economy. 


The strikes were called to force the military regime to 
hand over power to civilian politician Mashood Abiola, 
presumed winner of presidential elections last year 
which were annulled by the Army. 


“He did not appoint us, we have never taken any 
subvention from the government to run our unions, so 
he can neither give us instructions or appoint officers for 
us,” Bola Owodunni, president of the Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria (PEN- 
GASSAN) union, told AFP. 


‘Nobody has the power to dissolve our executive except 
our members who appointed us,”’ he added. 


Owodunni said that his union’s executive would hold an 
emergency meeting Thursday and challenge the military 
government’s move in court. 


Wariebi Kojo Agamene, president of the National Union 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers (NUPENG), 
also told AFP that his union was “not bothered about” 
the military’s move against them. 


Conference Chairman Criticizes Foreign Media 
Reports 

AB1808113794 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 18 Aug 94 


[Text] The chairman of the Constitutional Conference in 
Nigeria, Justice Adolphus Karibi-Whyte, has accused 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


26 WEST AFRICA 


some foreign media of carrying exaggerated reports 
about the developments in Nigeria. Justice Karibi- 
Whyte said most of the information carried by such 
media did not represent the actual situation in the 
country. He stated this when he received the director of 
the American Embassy Office in Abuja, Mr. Timothy 
Andrews. Justice Karibi-Whyte appealed to members of 
the diplomatic corps in Nigeria to always report to their 
home countries the true position of happenings in 
Nigeria. 


Earlier, Mr. Andrews told the chairman of the constitu- 
tional conference in Nigeria that the United States would 
continue to support any acceptable process that would 
bring speedy and peaceful democracy to the country. He 
said the American Government is not interested in 
making prescriptions for countries on how the process 
should be followed. 


Abacha Approves Establishment of ‘First’ Private 
Radio 


AB1608210794 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The head of state, General Sani Abacha, has 
approved the first private radio station in the country. 
The station, owned by (?7Dale) Communications Lim- 
ited, will transmit to Lagos area on 100.5 MHz 1n the FM 
band. 


In a congratulatory letter, the national broadcasting 
service director general, Dr. Tom Adaba, said the 
approval is a challenge to (?Dale) Communications to 
give credible account of itself. He advised the new 
station to comply strictly with the national broadcasting 
code. 


Sierra Leone 


Army-Rebel Clashes Result in 24 Deaths 


AB1708094994 Paris AFP in English 0003 GMT 
17 Aug 94 


[Text] Freetown, Aug 17 (AFP)—A soldier and 23 rebels 
were killed Monday [15 August] during an anti- 
insurgency offensive by government troops in south- 
eastern Sierra-Leone, the defer ce ministry said Tuesday 
[16 August]. 


The army had targetted three strongholds of the Revo- 
lutionary United Front, RUF) in the diamond-mining 
district of Kenema 240 km (145 miles) east of Freetown, 
Captain Dominic Sewa told AFP without saying if the 
offensive had succeeded. 


He said the RUF rebels had been exploiting the dia- 
monds in the area “to generate funds for their terrorist 
activities.” 


At the end of July, the RUF besieged Kenema a major 
industrial town, for several days. Two European engi- 
neers were injured when they fell into a rebel ambush. 
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The RUF rebellion erupted in May 1991 under the 
leadership of Corporal Foday Sankuh. The rebels occu- 
pied the east and south of the country before being 
driven back to a few enclaves along the Liberian border. 


However since the beginning of this year, the rebels have 
staged several raids far from their bases even pushing 
into central Sierra Leone. 


Togo 


Article Discussing Possible Invasion Condemned 


AB1808112794 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The Togolese Government has described as irre- 
sponsible a front-page story headed: “‘All Set for Togo 
Invasion,” published in THE GHANAIAN CHRON- 
ICLE of 11-14 August. Reports from the Togolese cap- 
ital, Lome, say a protest on the report was made at a 
meeting at the Togolese Foreign Ministry last Saturday 
[13 August] attended by the Togolese deputy minister of 
the interior and national security, Colonel Memene; the 
acting head of the Ghana Embassy in Togo, Mr. J.M. 
Kwadwo; the Nigerian ambassador to Togo, Mr. Vincent 
Okobi; and the chief director of the Togolese Foreign 
Ministry, Mr. (Koffi Essahun). 


The Togolese deputy minister is reported to have said 
that publications such as the one carried by THE GHA- 
NAIAN CHRONICLE are irresponsible, because they 
traumatize the Togolese population unnecessarily, 
frighten people, and undermine the internal stability and 
security of Togo. The deputy minister said it is on 
account of those that President Eyadema felt it necessary 
to bring the publication to the attention of the Ghanaian 
authorities. Mr. Kwadwo agreed to bring the concern 
expressed by Togo to the attention of the appropriate 
body. 


Mr. Kwadwo explained that, in Ghana today, the gov- 
ernment does not control or even influence the state- 
owned publications, let alone those owned by political 
parties or groups who are in opposition to the govern- 
ment. He said such sensational publication, closely fol- 
lowing the recent election of the Ghanaian president as 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] chairman, must be seen as aimed at embarrassing 
the Ghana Government, as well as sowing seeds of 
suspicion and distrust between Ghana and Togo. Mr. 
Kwadwo hoped the Togolese authorities would see 
through such cheap maneuvers of those forces who are 
opposed to peace, stability, and normal cordial relations 
between Ghana and Togo. 


He asked the Togolese authorities to appreciate the 
rather difficult position which such a situation poses to 
the Ghana Government. Mr. Kwadwo said even the 
remotest official protest against such false and sensa 
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tional publication in the Ghanaian private press is 
almost immediately seized upon by the Ghana opposi- 
tion and some foreign circles as an attempt to clamp 
down on freedom of expression and human rights. 


On his part, the Nigerian ambassador t 1anked the Togo- 
lese authorities for associating him with such a sensitive 
issue, which is a matter between Ghana and Togo. Mr. 
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Okobi agreed to bring the Togolese concerns to the 
attention of the Nigerian president, and pointed out that 
such publications spread fear and panic among people, 
and are harmful in that they discourage normal trading 
relations in the subregion. He called on Ghana and Togo 
to do everything possible to defuse the tension which the 
publication has created. 
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